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ÅAim & Rationale

ÅMethodological approach

ÅInitial results

ÅNext steps

Outline



Channel Integrated Approach to Marine 

Resource Management (CHARM)



CHARM 3 partners



ω To explore the social and 
cultural impacts of marine 
fisheries on coastal 
communities

ω Looking at the contribution 
and importance of marine 
fishing to: place identity, 
cultural heritage, sense of 
place and social capital. 

ω To inform the development 
of fisheries policy

University of Greenwich: Project Aims



ÅMost fisheries policy and research has centred 

around biological and economic objectives (Clay 

and McGoodwin 1995; Symes & Hoefnagel

2010)

ÅThere has been a lack of understanding of the 

socio-cultural impacts of fishing reforms and 

policies

ÅActive fishing communities contribute to local 

social fabric, culture & image of an area & its use 

for marketing

Rationale



Itôs not just about the fish!



ÅBased on individual relationships and experiences 

of a place.

ÅBased on collective symbolic identity of a place.

ÅUsually a mix of both natural and cultural features in 

the landscapes and includes the people who occupy 

that space.

ñPlaces [are] complex integrations of nature and culture that have 

developed and are developing in particular locations, and which are 

linked by flows of people and goods to other places.ò (Relph 1976)

Sense of Place



ÅñSocial and historical processes by which place 

meanings are constructed, negotiated and politically 

contestedò  (Williams and Stewart 1998)    

ÅThe meanings that people attach to places can be 

representative of a range of social, historic, political 

and cultural structures. 

Sense of Place



Å Scoping visits

Å Inventory ïprocessing, fishermensô organisations, tourism-

related activities (e.g. sightseeing trips), museums, festivals, 

fishing agencies (also NGOs, partnerships)

Å Fishing vessel data ïcatch value & number of vessels 

(MMO*)

Å Landscape Character Assessment (Natural England)

Å Tourism representation ïselected from MMO stats on 

registered fishing vessels & catch data (every town in study 

area with registered fishing vessels)

Case study selection

*Marine Management Organisation



Study Areas

East Sussex ï

Hastings, Rye

Kent ïWhitstable

DevonïBrixham

Cornwall ïCadgwith, 

Helford River, Mullion 

Cove, Newlyn, 

Pemberth, Porthleven, 

The Lizard, 

Mevagissey, Sennen 

Cove

Normandy ï

Boulogne-sur-mer, 

Fecamp, Le Crotoy?

Brittany ïPaimpol?
Normandy ïBarfleur, 

Fermanville, St 

Vaast?



Å In-depth semi-structured interviews(to date: 

Hastings 19; Cornwall 39; Brixham 19; Whitstable 

5)

ïFishermen

ïFishing associations/industry

ïTourism providers

ïMuseums/heritage

ïArtists/galleries

Å Intertwined with material culture study

Methods
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ÅWay of life / Job

ÅSense of belonging

ÅRootedness

ÅFamily ties

ÅConnection with nature

Place and Identity



Personal identity

άLΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ L 
ǿŀǎ мр ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΣ LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
had a job interview.  My dad 
was a fisherman, his dad was 
a fisherman and I think his 
ŘŀŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŀƴέ  
(Fisherman, Mevagissey)

άLǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 
thing in my life, all my life 
revolves around it, always 
has done.  Every single 
ǘƘƛƴƎ LΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ŘƻƴŜ 
ǊŜǾƻƭǾŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎέ 
(Fisherman, Hastings)

ά! ōƛƎ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ƻǳǘ ŀǘ ǎŜŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƴŜŀǊ млл 
years now and ... the first time I ever went 
ƻǳǘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŘŀŘΩǎ ōƻŀǘ L ǿŀǎ у ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻƭŘ ΦΦΦΦ 

it becomes part of the fabric of your life.  
¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ 
ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀŎŎǳǎǘƻƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘέ ό¸ƻǳƴƎ 

fisherman, Mullion Cove)

άLǘΩǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ōƭƻƻŘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǿƛǘƘ 
a lot of fisherman they will always say 
the same, once a fisherman always a 
ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŀƴέ όCƛǎƘŜǊƳŀƴΣ aǳƭƭƛƻƴ /ƻǾŜύ



Place Character

ά¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ 
ƳǳǎŜǳƳέ ό¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊΣ 
Mevagissey)  

άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊōƻǳǊ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŦŀǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 
with the different coloured fishing 
boats in the harbour etc, if it was 
just filled up with white plastic 
ȅŀŎƘǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΦΦΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 
changing nature of it I suppose, the 
colour, the fact that you see nets 
ōŜƛƴƎ ƳŜƴŘŜŘΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ōŜ 
a trawl being pulled off, you know 
different things just going on 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦέ όIŀǊōƻǳǊ aŀǎǘŜǊΣ /ƻǊƴǿŀƭƭύ


