Thinking Through Infrastructure Network (TTiN)

A network that invites you to think through infrastructure — energy, transport, water,
waste, housing, health — with methods from the arts, humanities, & social sciences.

About

Infrastructure bears the weight of the past and orients the future. TTiN is a network for
academics, policy makers, community organisers, and interested citizens who think
through these temporalities and work with infrastructure to confront challenges and
possibilities in the present juncture.

Listen back to recordings of previous events and the network's ongoing series of
podcast conversations: TTiN recordings | SoundCloud.

From housing and transport to sanitation and energy systems, TTiN understands
infrastructure as the foundational and often contradictory material that unevenly
distributes vital resources, including not least the resource of life itself. It sees
infrastructure as the site where forms of oppression are reproduced and contested, and
where new kinds of liberation might be fought for and realised.

Though engaged with its technical and economic underpinnings, TTiN refuses a
deterministic approach to infrastructure and pays close attention to its social, cultural,
imaginative, and emotional aspects. Network participants think about infrastructure,
but they also think through infrastructure to ask how it shapes lived experience, and to
consider how this both curtails and enables our politics.

TTiN values methods from the arts and humanities alongside the social sciences,
experimenting with activities from zine-making to comics co-creation to build
community and think differently about infrastructure. It is committed to creating an
intelligent and accessible space where specialists and non-specialists can reimagine
together what infrastructure is, how it operates, and who it serves.

Past TTiN activities have been funded by a Higher Education Innovation Funding
(HEIF)/Knowledge Exchange Grant and a British Academy/Leverhulme Small Research
Grant, as well as internal grants from the SCC Impact Support Fund and the SASS
Research Reboot Fund.
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