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UN 
Sustainable 
Development 
Goals (SDG)

SDG1 
poverty

SDG3 good 
health and 
wellbeing  
(housing?)

SDG 10 
reducing 
inequalities

Around 1900, the Stonebridge 
area was on the urban periphery, 
with grand villas for the wealthy

However, search for housing 
(and health) ‘places’ for the 
working classes, even prior to 
WW1

The state as housing provider – 
Homes for Heroes and the 
Housing and Planning Act 1919

From the 1920s,Tudor Walter 
Report and Garden City 
principles – cottages, density, 
green spaces, access to 
workplaces, local amenities and 
facilities 

Between the wars:

National policy 
emphasis on 
slum/area clearance 
and health, a new 
urban place, with 
transport 
infrastructure, new 
housing and 
employment, but 
changes in population, 
exacerbating poor 
existing housing and 
overcrowding, 
followed by WW2 
bombing, housing and 
infrastructure loss

1960s and 1970s and a new approach:

Complete demolition and top-down 
architect driven redevelopment of a 

major part of the estate

By the 1960s, an 
extensive area 
redevelopment 
approach failed to 
engage the local 
community 

Major area clearance 
replaced with new flats 
and  ‘streets in the sky’

Pursuit of an ‘ideal’ or 
‘utopic’ living 
environment, that was 
not ‘future proofed’ 
(architectural design, 
building materials or 
community)
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Late 1960s and into the 1970s….

Stonebridge Park became one of the country’s most 
deprived geographical areas to live; substandard 

conditions, a marginalised community and tensions 
contributing negatively as social determinants of health 

to poor health outcomes. 

There were multiple challenges between the state and 
sections of the local community. Low outcome 

indicators in areas like health, educational attainment, 
employment, racial tensions and high crime levels 

proved hard to address despite ongoing policy 
interventions.

Leading to …

Late 1980s: 
Alice Coleman 
– Utopia on 
Trial – effects 
of 
architecture 
on behaviours

Local to 
central 
government 
control and a 
Housing 
Action Trust 
(1990s)

A return to more ‘traditional’ 
housing and flats?

Another long-term 
regeneration but this time 
more community and 
environmental focus

To where we are now …

Completely new partnership approach, assessing 
strategic need, involving the community and co-creation 
of a new built environment with green spaces, access to 
local amenities and employment opportunities, with 
health and safety at the heart of its design and layout. 

This bottom-up, participatory approach has focused on 
marginalised groups affected by exclusion and 
inequalities.

Mirrors many global UN SDGs:

SDG1 poverty; SDG3 good health & wellbeing; 
SDG 10 reducing inequalities.
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SDG1 poverty

1
End poverty in 
all its forms 
everywhere

SDG3 good 
health and 
wellbeing

(and 
housing?)

3
Ensure 
healthy lives 
and promote 
well-being 
for all at all 
ages

SDG 10 
reducing 
inequalities

10
Reduce 
inequality 
within and 
among 
countries

Summary

•Complex, multi-faceted  links between housing, 
poverty and health 

•Multiple policy priorities and levers, ideological 
rather than about SGDs

•Shift from state a provider, to enabler to 
something beyond?

•How can we better understand how SDGs play 
out in the policy process?
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Thanks for listening!

Any questions?

Dr Jill Stewart

j.l.stewart@greenwich.ac.uk

@housing-jill.bsky.social 
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