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• Silicon Valley model of entrepreneurship

“Gazelles and Unicorns”

• Everyday Entrepreneurship

“ Cows and Horses”



Study context



Methods

Interpretivism Paradigm: Qualitative & Inductive

Purposive Sampling

15 Individual semi-structured interviews

NVivo 11 (Open and Axial Coding)

Thematic Content Analysis



Findings
• Socio-cultural factors

• Accessibility to Finance



Socio-cultural: Patriarchy & Role Duplicity

“I have a glass cutting business, which is in the Jua-Kali (meaning hot 
sun) male dominated field and it is very rare to get women in this 
industry. So, for a woman like me to be in this business they call me ‘iron 
lady’ and in fact my husband’s friends still tease him that he married a 
fellow man”. 

“Yes, my family roles in a way interferes with my business opening and 
closing hours, so I don’t have a regular schedule for running the shop. I 
have lost many customers who come and find it closed while am still 
attending to house chores.”



Accessibility to Finance: Banks, Government,Chama

“It’s all about kujuana (who you know) and if you don’t know anybody at 
the county government offices count yourself unlucky when WEF will be 
released, because it only circulates among friends of those in offices, 
then you wonder who they (referring to the government) say they are 
empowering?”.

“I have been denied loans from Kenya Commercial Bank (KCB) so many 
three times because I did not meet the minimum savings they required in 
the current account, not to mention how tedious the process is”.



Contribution

Theoretical:

- Extends Intersectionality of 
Gender, Race and Class theory

- Structural influences – finance 
and socio-cultural 

-Debunked the Neo-liberal classical 
view of entrepreneurship



Contribution

Practical:

- Policy makers to have individual 
lending

- Awareness of the funds

- Bottom Up approach on policy 
formulation and execution



Conclusion

➢Interplay of Gender on socio-cultural 
and financial factors

➢Poor rural female have their own 
agencies not recognised in literature

➢Women-to-women opposition
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