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Entrepreneurship

Discourse

Individualist notion — historically masculine, women as
the 'other’ (Ahl, 2006; Marlow, 2020)

Functionalist typology —job creation and wealth
accumulation (Shane, 2009q)

Neoliberal agenda & Post-feminist ideals — individual
agency emphasized, and entrepreneurship posited as
a ‘good’ option for women (Ahl and Marlow, 2019;
Treanor, Marlow and Swail, 2021)

Female Underperformance Hypothesis (Du Rietz and
Henrekson, 2000)

Contextual influences progressing (Welter, 2011; Baker
and Welter, 2020)

Global south contexts undertheorized




Functional & Individualist Dichotomies

Who is an entrepreneur? What is their function?

(Individualist) (Functionalist)



Critical Entrepreneuvurialism Debate =

Beyond Dichotomies
&

Unmask the Dark Sides!




Women in Jua

Kali

Jua Kali means 'under the hot sun’
(Mang’unyi et al.,2018:453)

2 billion of the world’s working population
in the informal sector, 92% are women in
global south (ILO, 2018)

Women own 60.7% informal sector
enterprises in Kenya (Ndemo, 2017)

Confined to food and agricultural-based
sectors, clothing and textile, and retail and
service sectors (feminine sectors)




Methodology

Interpretivist research paradigm (Leitch et al., 2010)

Qualitative research approach, Case study research
design (Yin, 2018)

40 Semi structured interviews: Jua Kali women in Kisumu &
Vihiga, Western Kenya

Direct Observation and Photography (Welter, 2019) to
visudlize contexts and capture intersectional dynamics

NVivo coding and Thematic Analysis applied (Gioa et dl,
2013; Braune and Clarke, 2006)

Feminist Intersectionality approach as theoretical lens
(Crenshaw, 1989; Rodriguez, Holvino, Fletcher and
Nkomo, 2016; Dy Martinez and Marlow, 2017)




Participant’s

Profile

Age range: 20-69

Marital Status: Single(3), Married (24), Divorced
(6), Widowed (7)

Level of Education: No school (5), Primary (19),
Secondary (13), College (3)

Duration in business: between <1 year and above
All selected via purposive & snowballing sampling
Interviews conducted in Swahili




Home-based
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Itinerant/Hawkers



Open-air Stalls
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Gentfrification & urban development projects

Cleaner city/modemity - Jua Kali as dirty work (3D - dirty,
dangerous, difficult, ILO, 2021)

Forced evictions - No Evictions Notice and No Relocation Plan

Victimised in Court and No Compensation









Conclusions

Theoretical Conftributions:

Critical Entrepreneurialism discourse in Global south
Everyday entrepreneurship & its dark sides

Feminist intfersectionality — urban neoliberal policy, political
powers, gender, patriarchal, informal institutionalised practices

Policy Implications:
Construction of descent marketplaces
Inclusive in urban dev't policies
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