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Foreword

Janet Whitaker

This handbookesenrahesds waldl il | umi n:
on the real situation of Gypsies,
Boater s, as wel |l as means to enabl
communities to benefit from and cor
thisntoy. 't is a basis for positi
problems these small minorities so

trying to access higher education.
have also done higher education a ¢
ofm-reegl ected aspect of inclusivity.
introduction that action should be
diversity in the caunld uernepsh aogfh 8G TYRS B
pl aced on the perddissctréa i nprtdjownd it he

faced, with associated | ack of achi
cruci al passport people need to tht
negative consequreaprreesss d st & thieo nu nadfe ra
groups in higher education.

a McDonagh points out, despite smal/l re

nt university access and participation
e Office for StudbBnGgpbasesidbptiektedsth

vell ers are | egally identified ethnic n
noaci at mosseamd h. The absolute number
fopoisi erncWwbhded from higher education i
s. They are also left out of narratives

at edwhnigtag .nstThegier ntoinst ory andstcarly,ures
of those groups that have been here fo
scthiaclel enge negative stereotypes, to dis
y professi oneanlahbaltitnegn tti hoen , meomnmb earlsl osfi dtehse,
r full part in our higher education wor

ering work of Buckinghamshire New Unive
mmitting institutions to a programme tC
t he House of Lords, Baccekown ,t Aemdway,
Mar garet Greenfields, who was instrume
her coll eagues the issues for i mplement
hose who have Butlkceebadriar &resadi pgi ¢ ha
our, needs persistence, information and
ave found some hel pful exampl es.

Dr Mor ddare @&@nder authors have provided many examj

education
further i

professionals to take, to begin to put
nformati on, advi ce, and e@a&audateiremi tpo I

reflect on these findings and act.



Chapter 1: l ntroducti on

Julia Morga,n,KiOhg@gddBavind Smith

The 2021 ecé¢mnstate spop tEINgtliammd safm® , W&®17¢ 300 peopl e,
approximatelyidedt®s8 YR@Opaolpdleed 67, 768 emedfflye ng as
Gypsy or I(rQ.slH1OWNrSg welhl@2er Nort hern | relfah®d, the fi
people who identified &s209l rpiesohp | Ter awheol liedre n(tQG .f 1l 4e9%)
(NI SRA, I 20r&l)ati on to Scotl anahiwasearsrtiagd sdutcsi
202&2r e not avail abl(eavaai Itahbilse pgBuansneDtl 20@mla) sus dat
shows4t1 a0 peopl e (0.1% of the population) iden
Government, 2015); Roma as an ethnic cltatieggory we
i mportant htoowteiveetrese &i guhieghbley an-kenaysato al |

t hose who Qydpesnyt,jafiRed ndag naavye | hliasredtasei r et hwiitch | dent |
alternative methods for calculating the size of
200, 000 BRoO®@t ,2a0(1.3) and 300,000 Gypsies and Trave.

2022) .

GypSyavebmahowmen, aofdt BoadalkbrsevoiratGeGHRESEB UWGRTU

umbr el | a tteerms,ol loiBK&E u oMh i acsh descri bwhdiserse c
umbr el Isaucthe ramg d GRfT{[enn twessrents afdmpoli is¢cy aeydoan al s
be mis| eand ngy)r s odiee Mink eidt p.ymembessl y, such categ
generally imposed by officials, policy makers an
and secondly, they often conflate different expe
homogeneity, stereamty iumg)uMoar@efolvéesrs,e nitnitagdrissect i on
relation to gesmde@dne ot chaabttiadesaesksi,ay i ty, di sabil:i

for exasmmplfe maya diodfelriewv&gdali ences.



GypSyavebmamhowmen, aade Bhatderw®r e ga ngdono ap ¢
understanding we attempt i n otthheewseathle@upel ow t o ¢
However, this can be fraughtswubHdedstdmduhgses a

compl ex addnhi.Keepi ag tthhies cionmmarnpitcil ausd e :

Ro ma I n Urhiet ed KiKngdemals to refer

communities who have migrated
Europe si«41®©@80s8hanmchi dn i ncreas
t hexpansion of the ABuraopesasmul Ui
| anguages includi nganRomoeEfrat ao
identities.MoesithgRoenvai denntt he UH
but researcha hrassei nadi cheotmed esc
mi grant Romasasandalld asndswolver
(Ci oar tRai,n n2e0y2 3e)ta na lexveepr2 ® 2 & n tf aot
somen precarious | ow paid job
| anguage skill s supfpoorrots owleicels
services such as heathbchantetae
especdihel Ityas ewomen ( Br oHwnweevte ra
whil st recognising that thiits i
i mpor taavnoti dt oe s sneanrtri aatld i vseiasial goaf € thg

Roma explerience

|t shoul d alRBRomad,e intodeldf t hati
i ncl diidfefser ent groups of Roman
heterogenous cultures, | angua

ORoma, Sinti, Kal g, Romani che




Egyptians, Yeni s h, Do m, Lom,

popul &(tgeommss du voyage, Gypsi es

Commi sdi)an, MmMRoma agsetlktuiropmils
with appr olxd maitlelliyonmnl ORoma | i vi
Commi ssgi)on n The term Roma
international term at the 1st
Roma i s a contested term, am

heterogeneity of gMawmRe mwav e h

f acoecean s i dsetraatbd es asnocctiiaoln eedx c | u s

assimilation, categorizati on,
mar ginalizati on, and racihsem a
subject of mor al paniRosma di sc

(Cl ar k, 2etl,6gPk 0TBB8eh.seweeen seved

policy initiatives aroundEumbD
but tplod dlaivees been critiqued a
processes, rooted in a defici
|l acking agency OUa fvulnerabl e
their inclusioneti n2e0bl.55:08c)i.ety U
RomaGyipsi es |[Roma&ppsies have a |l ong histor
includiagd E|{said to have originanetihdhake
Wel Ramaryipsi |20062 Fraser , 1995; Meodghkabthi
(or Welsh K|laccepted by all scholars who

explanations as to their orig

'The term Roma i

However,

2Mayl S0

in the
bReo sagpreyl .t

n t
UK

he
as

European Commission definition also

statedwhbohnavBomachonomagEmygpetf eds

T

to



Some community me mb drosna rRicanyaonsi
in the case of Wel shVi @epsisog
pol igarnccadconomhawmaldangeés di f i
Roma&ryipsi es to maintain t haenidr
ma nRyo maryipsi es, | i ke ot herholursa
(bfri cks aod oar perimaaéret or slida(
with some travellingOtohR@mmamh e
Gy ps i ehso weavyevde most | yfen d rmand inag al
and i AesmontranRédarndlt emp maafi s
still seen, by many, idasesnfi kg

regardl ess of whet.her peopl e

Il ri sh TPave

I ri sh ™maweilmadlragde!| and. Ma n
speak Gaelic der iTvheedye Gaanvino 15t @
cul tanrdalecooomdc sm byt Rndeei al
Gypsbesen i mpywctteldle | oss of to,
economic changes which have i
occupaitmneesmd ecul t ur alalcyc oi nmnaopd

st ate sociamidncoheg®K)] ati on su

Crime, Sentencing and CouRltesa
see Cork Traveller WomenTs Ne
additional re8ources (appendi

Scottishahd

Gypsies

Scottish Gypsy/ Travellers hav
ethnic group by the Scottish

industrial tribunal case (Ken




and I nformation Project, &008
Willers, 2020). Scottish Gyps
communities but include group
who may share some heritage a
Romani Gypsies (Romanichal s)
(CebPrdannamgvehor impiyns acr oss
parts of Northern Europe (Fos
Gypsy/ Travellers may al so ref

or Nawki ns.

Showmen

ShowmeT aavred | ifwbopgabheehéehbpod
(occupadtyi and)e ndfinhghfouwwmfeamiTrss G\
Bri td)Manyn may | ive on yards d
they are not t$howmém nlwavercav
able to specinfy htheiemsiude 2t0i2tl
coll ectedf anider Whiet et tbraickigtr.yo
Howeeeéhncens$ yst hdaatt aspeci fical
Shownmhas not been disaggregat ¢

backgifdau md

Boater s,

Ba

Hi storically travel landd fmay wro
themselves as Bargee Travelle
Associ @A osnuubmi ssion to the U}
Nati onal Bargee Travellers As

Bargee Travellers are on | ow




basic facilities, experiencan

are subjected to punitive mea

Newraveller|Travelling |ifestyle, often s
ethnic minobiuty mamgv evli Il ér saesf e
Travellers (MuMaahyhateatrava

generations (Clark, 1997) .

Romhytr astd ScTortavieslmRomsGryip siiesl udi ngamMe lrsédc Kgarli sed
ethnic minority groupsiwmndEeamnl tatneld E8Mid leish g d Awcd h ( 2
t heypraateect ewdn dge iR aitplse Re | 4 t1i19 @ @gmefcdte da n2d0 OEDQu al it y

Act (2010k!l ati,orm att ® amald ichem ¢ ISihmiwmatni, om.ar gee Tr av

and Nreavellers are not a protected ethnicity ca
often facdi pcej miohidawitdhrer i nterslemtaoaddé mi mequald.i
liteiataveailhable pe rSiheonwomes ,d Bav elalae rNseew Travell er
Theries a | ong history of stigmatiasdt hosti tdéebhymaoi

Gy psRyomand Terraormrmdni ties both in the UK and in Eu
di scrimination, othering and atttoi chbed&o(Poiweedtl
Level2 and has been called fthe ta&t &&dKekbbkptable
Movement , 2017) ; being insidious and infiltratin
Recent research has found, for eaxndmp@lvea nltehat app

Brihave experienced a racist daasmagéeét ddeghyneidc als

]I'n Northern Il rel and,jacllryi arre nTri @wmeldl eurnsdd ear &€ hep (Raice Rel ati on:

https:// www. |l egislation.gov.uk/nisi/ 1997/ 869/ articlel/l5/ mad:

M N



(Finney, e&nd aglldapgl2e0 2(34)4B)i tare more | ikely to ex
commeah cGytpsy, Ro ma and Traveller communities t
et hgicup or communil $8MoArnaZe®1,8 aYouGov poll foun
66% of peoplie RouadGmhips UKs , Roma and alsr inoh Dreawngl |
ethnic riGrokr i2622)syMmhio$ i c adlelnyi ali olfe rett hnaincd mi nor
i denctaimey urlatciisnm t owar dbseitunhgha é d@mgmeepts taken serio
The | atetienrf oricsed when the | iwvadiwamphbh Gyeosyes of |

Romand Trexeklaedwicemi ssed and defined as prejudi

Why the need for a handbook

The CensUGNR,02X20Dr23Bngl and and Wales shows wus tha
Gyp,awpd IrishkhrBr dealslt ealsekveelly 4t ogquhad vieldied a nieadn aan d
Degree (BA, BSc) , hi gher degree ( MA, PhD, PGCE) ,
BTEC Higher | evel, professional qualifications (
11% of Gypsy and | rnihggsaTiavebtéeos.repomdhisgis st
average for EMB#AIYaNnd whnidesWadtese f per ®Moma oiver 3 2 %.

Gypsy, Roma and Ilrish Travel |l enros qaurad inhuacoha annogrnes |
other etlBypsyr Bmfivel | er s apwhiolxs tmaRergy ed3B%e f or
Engl and angdg IWalaedsdil8% n, the Office for Students
f srt uddndtesnti fies Gypsy, Roma, Traveller, Showme
students who do not experience egunalretptobnoppoct

participation, and progression (Office for Stude

*“Northern IrelandTs Equality CommissionTs Equality Awarenes

Seekers/ Refugees, migrant workers, and minority ethnic gr ol

*of fice f opp Stt @ dEemg Is@d had s ornehpglreesent ati on in higher educati on

Il reland where |l rish Travellers and Roma have been identifi
M M



highligmperthmece of the higher education academy

and Minority Ethnic students and staff within hi

Whilisdemwi ng participati ddhaan hegrmeon etdlue atp @lni a
many y¥bfaesus has not engaged, in any meaningful
and partiGiRP®Pmmmoni i es, with these groups ofter
di scussions as aelels spasa hidrc plpaant i eofnAt b ¢ mtcd ru,d i 212 0)
outreatihis invisibility and | ack of concern, in
highlighted in the 2019 report by the Women and

Gypsy,,aRdmda rcaovmrenmulneirt i es have been fcomprehensi vel

There are numerous reasons et hareea phraevsceoth&reRnS Bprut f C
communities i n, hiigrhelru ckidrnug aa ilommck of potaincy f ocu
emphasis on vocawi 6 hé&lh mmunmid e¢aanedd ajtealis on | eadi ng

assimilation apnode elcohsoso | 0o fexeptetrd vedneccbc @ ut € o masci al

worries about t haendofsdarofofeddiicadriiomi nati on, host
al ., 201%Gal Farghtee ONR,Q 22DPARrbcy, &) Gad ¢ owaty, R2OdAdSr
represen@Gl@aRSB nc oimuunhitgleesr educati on is often e

storiesT such as communities ODTAr cwal &k)oGa |l ¢ @ waa
a flack owhiacsthpiatattriiolmdt,eeadi & § ppooabnaumd hiidteys troat her
structural factordsi,scirnicniundaitnigonr,aci swhiacnhd ar e ba
addi,thigeoh i terature owmnitwertsidipya tGTem&EBmmMmpDMEI t i es

indi thtestahdraec ki sof andesanpigohdinng nstitutions and

abo@MRE&EBI| taumrce sl ifi sstuyelses n reconcil i;owprhhomes abodud
® I'n this handbook we will use the term GTRSB unless we are
expression. We recognise the difficulties with the term al

encompasses.
M H



finaac@lsout fbeingagloadk emfougdhgi ti ve representat
and cur;raisc wednhs as e x@ypdy naRednaarfrthin oiri ¢ ( Mul cah
2017; BGabklLagherMor2d@d®rm0 )eMi sainderz@anhdings and | ac
about the coannmuesulitesi cwami si nfibgmat i @edwacaticernci
and strategy. For example, barriers to partic
nomadi sm even when families are fsettledT result

recogni sed MPEAsScy 2028} 7

This handbook was devel oped Sihrowimeemtiha®oaaéei bar wi
students, former students, and university staff
university semindr umdmwegemdrnt st &HTFRSBu dleow st heny s |
accessing hi gher education through outreach and
mentoring offered, during their time at univers

space for university shtoan ft hteoG TS Brneafdaeixts vien tatbe u

curriamnud ukmowl ed@aes preddua@tsi om uni v-easi 8§y policyie
and initiatives which focus on Equality, Di ver si
colonialising the curricul um. This brief resour

further reflection and discussion rather than an

Overview of chapters

Chaptbhegl a&rf Kk er s somé ocasihaxgtsihnyg, health, and educ
to policy and practice that both proGobapt seoncB8al
bywcDonagh gives an overview odT RhS Bguhdeern tesdCuhcaapttieorn
4, by GrdehmePs liddissf,er s some sugqavteiresnd yomprlodwe ssi
services and admini sGIrRB&8t is ¢ owdhei inl &gstif veeta i & @, p pboyr €h a p

Mar 8lb| mePse,a c& c k , continues by exploofrfienrgs tshoeme nc |



suggestions ho@TREBmMmMessadamebe represented in a p
curriculum chall engi ngGhdafigiregaatd s3teuredolstayt pedse n o
education strategy, p.olhiicy, sa meds lodugiweeidi ubdyi ngnian aa

memoire, to support reflection ahdrtheéelereandt npgs
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Roma, Showmen, and Boater (GTRSB)

UK: Exclusion and I nclusion in Hou

Il in Cl ark

This brief contextual chapter aims to build on a

Sh

As

an

of

owmen, and Boater (GTRSB) communities in the L
a key concern here, the bothspiemwiéét potialy
d reduces soci al exclusion. A range of exampl e
me references to the European context, to show
publ i c polviicciee sdeanidv etrhyeiirs seenrdemi ¢, but al so
idence of innovation and best practice when it
cial and public policies that can assist GTRSE
gely taken from the policy worlds of housing,
said that this brief review is not designed t
amples chosen are illustrdwilvg ofefWwieder spmen o
ncerns of the communities themselves, as well
o are charged with trying to construct and ope

rmT -MeSrnmriyt,h 2020) .

ituating GTRSB communities in the UK and Europe

ch has been written aboutan&T RESuBr ocpoenamu nci ot niteesx, t ,i
ci al inclusion and exclusion (James, 202 2; Ken
ecifically at the ar-bassbobhgcohealmhhaodf andi edodba
intaining a msacticeé yf @olAsl eagxn dardaiRypd ¢2sQi2s2;q24) . T
ction will not repeat what the academic | itera

fer some broad thoughts on the wisdom and bene
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perspective on policy issues and viewing such a
antacist practice and an understanding and awar e

t er mendypsgy fshnRovid, 2021).

Why arreacainstti pranchpisgy & snpaeord ant t o be mindful of w
inclusion and exclusion when it comes to GTRSB c
sections below, both issues have a deep connect.i
i ncl usi ac iascatnipcres) or excusing and all owing for

t ake arnddtg yjp.syTihsine critical perspective is a help

value of polimé@dstohaer aeetldlesngeds of the GTRSB

To beginraditeht amrtacti ces, what we are discussing
and take steps to actively challenge and oppose
l evel s. More than this,acitt ai £ halnge el o utholsei rbge ha
beliefs, and practices that either consciously o
processes, and systems (Pat-ehdci g02@g)actFuce hmeans
action and ndaterheilng iss lystaan i ve and | ived proc
and challenging conversations with individual s i

engaged social and political act-i ac¢isat o@r Bd alkc k L
into the spotlight, such practices have existed
GTRSB communities in the UKbasddEareas,sechpeas as

and educa&Huwlnme(sAl |2e0t1,, a VD2 J)a.n

Re garaditngyy,p styhiissm i s an often fiercely contested

encl aves, t hat nonetheless has entered soci al , P
recent years, especially in thgo¥eromeanalni on a
organi sations (such as the Council of Europe and

M ¢
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iance). As an ideology, system,aabhdgwppswbDshk o

existed for many centuries with both its his

ored and discussed widely in the academic |

whatanits gyasg i wmat bearing does it have on GTRSB

of e

i den

spee

rel a

aspe

expe

di sc

i nno

mor e

xclusion and inclusion? Does it apply across
, Or some more amtingpywhyeiRmMmaEsssotri ami hati on
er ( Kumimmeadarese @®P9gecal i sing and actioning p
serve to exclude, marginalise, oppress, deyv
tities, lifestyles, and modes of being and
i gyparyisaeancur at the individual, institutional
ch and violence within itgadcdfaickisgiypastlyi Asn a
xtended to include groups and communities wh
ude Showmen and Botad 2y sexmeticemcse ®fwitthlei r heaa

cies regarding, for eixoannsp Iwei,t ht hheoiurs imogb,i |hietayl
ation aut h&Unddretsi I(ISy&ReeBpezSeBmMBB). Much of
d up with the | egacies, and continued pract.i

pndsant axperienced as racialised, linguist
rimination.

ng di scussed and situated GTRSB exclusion an

tions-hapiwitpoanti gg,pswandmow proceed to il lus
cts via |lived examples from across the UK. £
riences in the connected fields of housi ng,

rimination i m pwlvlei onpdloi eixeagi aan dh gt thbeest pr a-

vation that might show the best way forward

socially inclusive.



Discrimination in UK Public Policies: housing,

Unfortunately, finding examples where GTRSB <con
exclusion in the fields of housi ng, heal t h, and
examples presented here each dangsdmephiynag mbih ie g
regarding the rampant mattitrd pnejeaxdboaseceqpesyingddde
The examples also speak to some of the profound
practices across allind etvled smedi as,0cliedal, daowdaidli ,

groups, and in Parliament.

I ndeed, tacbemmodaiitdn andMaoosi 223 Gareth Davi
the Senedd) suggested that Wales has ftoo many s
communities and argued that the Welsh Government
aut hority ar eaosf waa st wwekree layg epnadratT t hat i nterfered
GRT communities to be able to say fWe donTt want

influence the (negativa)i oonscbme GRTpbsanhasngndpp

2023). Such prejudicial |l anguage being used in t
communities do not belong, are not wvalwued, i n Wa
is underndiemd opurseduuures, due to policies of aust
various pressing international events, such stat

intended and unintended consequences when counci

what provision and services to fund and what to

are similar concerns, for example in Scotland it
tend to be placed i n ver yaumndssa fseu clho caast iscerwsa gveh eprl e
dumps, and busy motorway routes are the norm (Qu
Boater s, recent work has i1l lustrated that water



England anhHdeWabem, i sot the exception, and this i

precarious for those commwnivtkidknsed ewhha [st,ay2 02 )t.h e

I n temwmens!| toH c ar eprsaecriviitchesss ainsd al so an area that [
di scrimination across the sector in the UK. A re€
Observatory, (2Wn2w3i)n heats aslt ar kly shown the | ack of
avail able to GTRSB communities in the UK when it

presented via the NHS report demom,starmd edleltihwe rdy

sevices to individuals from t hred cdinsmurnii mii resst,i dmr
showed how, in many situations, such inequalitie
approach, attitude and resourcing decisions. I no

public policy pdelisvéewoyny @anhdhe¢ alet pboamd wel fare se
mi splaced assumptions and raciali dedvesitereotypes
bureaucracyT staff (Thomas, 1986). This is an ar

trainingahopsgypinsbnatequi red to prevent such instan

treatment. One recent example where assumptions
at Watford Gener al Hospital, which is part of th
This chgediavonew mother, Angelina Devlin, whose
enough by the hospital, even though a midwife ha

senior staff assumed she was from tdhed GTORS B acveemn

fi xed aadsdrae stsltroa vbeel laebrtugp tom fheelrl cvar e and & r eat mei

Pope, 2024). What makes this case interesting, a
not from the GTRSB communities herself, but NHS
her a | ower | evel of care anduessriadiceed Tdb v e piers

t he wor k tttheatd dmse sttantihgVypieamgemgaqed santpiractices

culturaheawatraining.



Regardi ng edhe afthiesxlned aorfe unfortunately several ex
that can illustrate the |ived experiences of di s
communities endure and thanitmgygpsydsmMlecenseqgdeo
settings. When attendance and performance rates

primary and secondary education sett&Blgankhtdae, fi

2020). With | ow rates of attendanceaandboyt cmmemnas
that few GTRSB students gain entrance to coll ege
OTNeill (2020) discusses the impact of being fde
that i mpacts on engagement wndédeadduicasiuiesn smoclk &
fell ow pupils and teachers, an inflexible curric
educational resources can all give rise to a ser
school and e dcuwcat inoant.t eDwe otccurring in state sch
to home schooling as a solution to the effective

al so been regarded as a fconcernT by statrte aut ho
(El hassan, 2020). Each Other noted that the Depa
Traveller stakeholder gfld®upamase mivar rmeadv tamati ntch e

of GTRSB parents opting to hometsicmodlo tslktdiom | ¢ hii

posLtOVI D 19 environment, have not caught up. Con
educational gaps meant that the stakeholder grou
to | aptops for r emoteet esdc hionotleirnvge natsi owesl,| aass ptaarrtg
programme (Traveller Movement, 2020). As with ot

for GTRSB communities has been sd40i pasldye mdics ac\das
there is rmecldowmaer K ot o mprove the situation and r

being faced.



We now proceed to |l ook at some examples of innov
education where GTRSB communities, often via the
sought to i mprove their sitmansomated bheskepodn

il lustrations, thisarmtaisgylhfagdnsmandodemandiacdg!| i magt

racist practices in theupeanidcdel beengdacsesbedr
exception. As isvohowrd, itnhits ahasigalchalilmngi ng c
unreasonable reqguests of public service provider
appropriate policies and practices and to be inc
services edarandles impmn emented in the first place. |
stage of the policy and practice process with GT

resolving some of the examples previously discus

I nnovation and Best Practice in UK Public Polici
Despite the various examples and illustrations o
in the preceding sections, it is also the case t

be traced and account ed f oorusa csreocstsi otnh,e elkka mpAse swi
policy areas of housing, health, and education v
of best practice and soci al i nclusion. Behind t*h
championing aatilieagi isgy,masofiteelim by just one or tw

GTRSB individuatermopkopngcba Bhoptecarious circu

An example of best practiaecamddosiat Vioceaphoehio slis ¢

seen through the work bft gl M WowséehigmBsBEicnlaa s e
in South Gl oucestershire, successfullWeepepntt e,
Engl and, specifically Nort@Bl ande Sobet HhiSoeneramred , D
as employing their own specialist staff on sites

organi sations, such as Julian House, the NHS, ar
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appropriate services are delivered to Gypsy and

al s

htt

Thi

of

rig

o worked with and supported the charity SARI
ps:// sari dloarhiotlyd. srpe.cula l events for site resi
ommodation, such as picnics and community day
tory Month in Somerset and in Bristol t(Travel

sing manager for ELI M, noted regarding the So

OThis event brings to |ife family stories wh
a provider of housing for Gypsies and Travel
i mportant ipteoipd et d eeednswartbd e t o protect and me
culture andaniddentisya privilege to be able t

their experiences and |lineage with usU (Trav

s recognition and appreciation of GTRSB cul tu

nects to accommodation preferences, is very i
how service provideoskismgus-rainfiascstepomnad client
ropriately. I n tot al ELI'M owns or manages mor
horities in England and this provides accommao
sies, and New Travelel @rns Noeg.tdh. ,SoG@reagerefti)el dJan s\
s on the National Policy Advisory Panel on Gy

increase the supply of affordable and appropr

England and Wal es

n it Iceoarletsh towar e s er,vitcheesr ea nadr ep raal cstoi cseosme e X C ¢
m across the UK of innovation and best practi
sical and ment al health needs. Often such pra

ntify GTREBscasmihard to reachT but rather as

idly defined service provision does not tend
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at gaps exist in terms ofcoknpewlesamdge,s dwartenenps
rking relationships between healthcare staff a
n lead to detrimental effects on health (Green
emerge where guakhkhgapefgeade cpenmuni cati ons &
rvices are specifically adapted and tailored t
r a policy area suchngs amealeddlucaali en,bbtui dalds o
mmunities is regarded as an essential first st

nsitive dialogue about health conditions, |[|ite

recent example of this need for trust, special

COV-lDP pandemic. A study by Kuahlbrandt et al. (20

t h

t e

ab

eir sample initially {16l vhotabeposdandnheat ebect
nded to dismiss such concerns with annoyance &

out why vaccination was i mportant and necessar

awareness by heal t hcxarnme |l set,a fpfr ervd goaursd ii mg ,e rfaccrt i eo n-

i n

di

ge

di viduals and families may have had with heal't

scrimination have previously been experienced.

sitancyT mbdaRPRORRaf adadeemed to be of Iimited
ilding up trust in health services was where w
iends, Families and Travellers (FFT) (2024) he
actice in health care settings and what is int
ggestions for health practidreoea®ercef ager wippd i Era
cluding accommodation and education. Guidance
nfidentiality and trust, not assuming |iteracy
tting families ianrveod ivbesd W ins ipdreenvéesnd as@miee rcs f or



men/ wo men. l ndeed, S0
pioneering community
relationships with 1|o
significantly (Stephe
practice, it does al s

and hard work of ujau st,

me of this suggested FFT pr
nurse outreach scheme where
cal Gypsy and WwehvbEel ag B mMmp
nson, 2018). Although this
o highlight how often such

ovihe @in stowd einrdd @ omdper e@jmed tos

As highlighted in the discrimination section, wh
practiinccl usantei raanadi stth eerdeu caartd ommever al chall enges
terms of institutional and structur al i nequal iti

bi ases and often cl os
(Rogersln2t0Rdgry, the
GTRSB pupils and stud
victimisationT in edu
of the PSED, and this
GTRSB backgrounds, s h

encouraged to fuwulfil

So how can inclusive

what works to best en
mai nstream provision?
https:// www. st ep). ehdausc
| eadership and innova

charities such as the

ed mindsets of staff empl oy
Public Sector Equality Dut
ents have a degree of prote
cation.om@mdr tond iyt  hiiss dmuti m
means that those with prot
ould not be internally or i

their potentials

education and antiracist pr
sure GTRSB students are not
The Scotti-sh Traveller Edu
aat iwoena.letdh. aocf. uekx per i ence i n
tion practice in this area

Advisory Council for the E

-https://3adcehtatom@ap. ukhitial task towards inclusiyv

the core issues withi

n the institution, whet her

bull ying, at t esncdhaonocle eixspseureise, ncperse, aendigyacioomalicti o
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and rel ations, curriculum design, l esson pl an as
of GTRSB history and culture, including contribu

can be hel pfahtigygmdidmejgu digci al thinking and p

chall engTRgBastéreotypes and racist tropes is vi
positions at schools. An awareness of who the ex
mi gbhhe t hatootlhenesecdhs t o develop and build connecti
agencies, as much as it needs to draw on interna

students from GTRSB backgrounds into popul ating

curumcepl anning (Heeson, 2022).

Il ndeed, a good example of implementing such incl
evident at the Mount Church of England primary s

than 36% of pupils attending are 0flr9gm tThhe sGBR3:B

through its Head Teacher Claire Kent, @Gasdacti ve
Practi delr@Gwiedd er Movement, 2019) for improving |
of education. As Mrs Kent explained:
OAt our school we pr-lbeingadfduipspisandhe emoti onal
invest time in meeting the needs of each in

safe, secure, and happy before they can begin to learn, and this is

something that was celebrated in our OFSTEDS pecti on | ast year ¢ We
are so proud that our continued commitment to our families and pupils

has been recognised and feel hopeful that other schools will be able to

l earn from our good practice as it is share

(Thompson, 2019).

Overall, as the above example demonstrates, it i

inclusive education for GTRSB pupils and student
HY



servi areas discussed in this chapter, it requ
expertise, and trust. I't takes time and an abild]
antigypsgifsonster an antiracist climate in school
Conclusion

Thi s contextual chapter helps to shine a s
and Bo (GTRSB) communities in the UK and has
pract. i ssues that can both emdadr ege | usdioanl ii
fields housi ng, heal t h, and education. The di
chapt show how discrimination and prejudi
del i v reas, cihsa pstuebrs thaanst iaalls, 0o biultl ushter at ed t ha
i nnov and best practice when it comes to tFh
and p policies. By |l ooking specifically at
i si d® i gtyipsya spgnot ent f orce of prejudice and c
antir practice can go some roads to tacklIlin
and a I't is important to close thés$s chapt
cont e hopefully the examples chosen have
refl e of the main concerns of the GTRSB c
pol i c and other agencies/ ofé¢itcanmtls who ar
oper a ise policies that work to reduce indi
di scr tion.
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ChapxeHi gher Education and Gypsy,

Showmen and Boater Communities:

Chel sea McDonagh

The numberstaufde@TRSB n hicg lbes s héadseciddtkCiroenased over t
decade and there is a growing body of research
Fonseca, 2022, Forster & Gallagher, 2020, DTArcy
(2022), there wererl80uGepsy BandhifTgheel educati on
660 at all |l evels of higher education in 2020/ 21
i probl eamatmamny may not di scl ofseeart hoefi rdiisdcernitniitnya thie
(Morl ey et al., 2017; Greenfields & Rogers, 2020
di fficult to judge whether there are more GTRSB
i ncreases are duwd ntgo tshteude nettshndicsicclyo or i dentity

combination of bot h.

A possible contributor to increases in student n
participation programmes, and initiatives suppor
institutions such as the RomoBdbon{KELWBr amhmédat
GTRSB Pledge spear headed by staff at Buckinghan
may be the case, there is still considerable wor
research , highl éhbhmpadagyg s spaahdc plpaantsi oEndgol annodt

explicitly focus on GTRSB communities (Atherton,
in university policies (Morgan et al ., 2023). I
on the experiences of GITIR&EB as udpepposteadmdibigher| @
focus on primary and secondary education. This n

understanding of the challenges 1ni waresiftay i sitgude



Barriers to access and sustained participation

Whil st the number of GTRSB students progressing
decade appears to have increased, they are still
education |l andscape. Brassingtooan of20h2) polpawsatti h
the Census 2011), there should be approxi mately
education at any one ti me ( rraetphreers etnhtaant i606n0 isst uedse
case in RusseéelolnsGmoum ijrustti t3Wt di scl osing their

2022 hereforetthatieries a&r e aba rGTiReSrBsu dpernetvse nftrionmg at t e |

uni versity. I'n relation to Russell Group instit
poor |l evels of attainment and attendance duri ng
options when it glaenre e duchtoiosn nignat htuti on (Ford

Fonseca, 2022) .

Moreover, distance from their home and family, ¢
also be factors in the choice of which instituti
(Browne et al ., 2022). Gypsypard Tmavel lléekeygut
significant caring responsibility, often sitting
responsibilities to include younger siblings as
( MECOPP, 2020)t o &ddhegsibmg rhieglser education i nst
representation of these groups within universitd.i
being visible, as fpotential studentsT i n unive
irrel evance and skepticism about post university
being fout of placeT as well as cultural concern

GTRSB communities consideri rcghhyi geiteraledu c2atli7on



Given that Gypsy, Roma, and Traveller students a

education of all ethnic groups (Brassington, 20?2
become even more important @GBRSBudcemt d ndrl aeaarceo w
by their families, to apply to universities. Son
succeed viewing their success as vital in influ

and to confirrmethdtghthaellecmasdent to attend in the
Fonseca, 2022) . GTRSB students who have made it
the odds and despite this, they are often enteri

pl and aat times experience racism and discrimina

Fonseca, 202 2; Morgan et al ., 2023) .

Moreover, a |l ack of positive representation of C
(Morgan et al ., 2023), which can i mpact on c¢commu
Positive representation i s i mmgaertthret naeg aitti viea 1 a i

perpetuated by the media and grmalistoipepioanss about C
community and student belonging within universit
how to navigate higheunédducatyi dm ndiems GITRREBI amn s de
al ways have the support of family members for wh
This compounds the | ack of confidence many GTRSE

through theirf aelgirreee,i madegqunesy and di stress aro

assignments (Morgan et al ., 2023). GTRSB student
feeling that they are no |l onger Traveller enough
fomeitr higher education institutions (McDonagh &
Nonet hel ess, many GTRSB pupils, who remained in

have often developed coping strategies (Derringt

education are no different wi$é&TsaGyensaynt iRognah i di
op



Traveller, whilst others relied on friendship gr
sense of belonging (McDonagh & Fonseca, 2022). V
and factors that contri bute ucoatGToRS Ba nsdt utdheennt sd reon
at prememéeard voice in the aeodldievriing scprhiesries aMid h
tur moi | t hat surrounds GTRSB, it becomes even ma
i mprove t he s osuurpcpeosr ta vaanidl arbel e t o GTRSB student s

fl ourish at university.

Attainment and retention

At present, due to the (assumed) | ow number of C
institutions, the focus has often been on just g
some research and data expl orsi nngn shtiugdheenrt se'd uaccact & s
attainment and retention rates are much | ess <cl e
Il rish Traveller pupils have the widest attainmen
continues t hr oaudgthc atoi cre g\Rlvarael gr@ldp & vshlalveer t h e

|l owest att aoifn naennyt ertahtneisei tmh & jod ©f vy Ggpeyp Roma pupi
14%40f | rish Traveller pupil s aacnhdi eEvnign g sghr adne 5
comparison td9ai GowerUKge 20f22) . Given this, it c
attainment and awarding gap al so exisg s bat bdhtil
is not currently a focus on work to reduce unive
students are more I|ikely to drop out of their de
and whilst figures for GUTRSBDb®t s¢pertud adrea drmlan o\
i s occtlemritrh@atgithese students are more | ikely to

secondary education (Derrington, 2007).
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Chap4ser Supporting students from Gy
Showmen and Boater communities in

The role of professional ser:

Mar garet Greenfi el a@msWe nCdhya rPmaiicnee Hol me s,

I ntroduction

I n this chapter we spebf easbeirbvaoiacksxsp paonrde bBoawf lhbesi n
of roles can engage with good practice initiatiyv
Showmen and Boater students (and potential stude
GTRSBint oHE Pl edget hwasgheiung 2d0WVel(@ppedr to the
January 2021) the team of community members, aca

organi sat idersd gwmrea bt decamded ecalget el y aware through c

research and informal bbghersatiecpeirwvenhglda r ange
community members and other stakeholdeup, that I
approach to undertaking the social justice work
educational journey. I n paversult g, ampdebhtchnwhi b
enhancing cultural compet ensceyr varcde 5K n awsl evedd a@fs
and atclae@remi cs, whil st engaging in Ne-arning exch:é
Government ON@G@@asabeohaenfdamentally important in
environment in which |l earners-idepedtifgingfamidl|l ce#$
their ethnicity and heritage in the same way as

This holistic approach to supporting GTRSB st ude
highlighted in several r epo2rOt2sl;anGk epeuthfi2el;adtsi oents
Danver s, 2022; 2DalmMv)er sanedt ianldeed bot h UK and int
from a range of backgrounds who are ffirst in fa

for additi omnRpaols tsiunpgp ocarntd, nseingtnor i ng fdor nwottu dhenvtes w

nn



access to the
education. Th
undue anxi ety
experiences of
experiences in
with multiple
2022) . Thi s
et al, 2022, F
educational es

erences hi
posted or
seT (Trave

ndi cated t

pnafessrtr o
l ecturers
ersity car
ming stupi
one whose

niversityT

cul tur al or social <capital requir
ese students as a result may be a
and stress, fdaxmpgpoertbeat esdy nbdyr oamec d mp |
being members of communities who
educational c¢ on&Rexgtes s(, MO dtnta
i s siunetse rosfe cctliaosnsa | acnhda &@tchsesra | st i ¢ s
in turn can potentially increase t
ournier, 2022) or suffering reduce

t &aBadlitsdhim/eid ss € Lefwi Gommons Library,

k the baekgred wrmpd tsheo Pil e gveo rak ntuanbo
raduates who participated in surve
part in more infodmag wveaskdkepons
ghlighted-atladdeimmnga¢dtasofwes ippsr anicace
supported their journey and how th
I I er wolnyan,argoruanddu alt0e% .o f | GpRS B apna
hat support staff could be key to
ruggled with ©Oelitism and cl assi sn
ices staff might be perceived of &
(Traveller male, dgrhedubye3tagedho
eer when student bacnuBHiedéepty mbpube
d because we donTt have the knowl e
parents and rbervoetrhyeornse amnmd as ifsatneirlsy h

(Romani Gypsy student) .



Accordi

ngly a number of support and professional

(including educational support and counselling s

graduat

cont erxa

es as having been parti cuelnarilryo nsmuepnpgo ritni we

mging from initial enquiries about course

or assessments for dyslexia, assisting with firs

fembarrtr

assing questiromaTewhan sawhed hwhephesent e

ties existed; answering enquiries about o

residence (which could be of particular concerns

were | eaving lhogmd r ramd clliowiendg aaw |y for the first

et,akR021) and generally providing an accessibl e,

Academy.

Researc

of the background scoping work undert ake

h Assistant for the Pledge at Bucki nghams

focus groups and targeted conversnatli ons with bot

services/support staff to understand more about

i mpl eme

(and in

nt the Pledge. A key finding from discuss

deed academic/teaching) saafft waget haesswt

l earn more about the experiences of GTRSB studen

>

whi c c
anxious

about c

access

Ol

i ncl

and

ould enhance studentsT time in university

about causing opfrffsmuenethy nmakiursg nign ave ounrga

ommunities or their |living environments,
accurate information to support students
would be really reluctant to make suggest

usive without knowing more about themg I

engaging with the c dcemiRagit $\densiynai sbtirta trnoorr)e |

nH
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be

di

t h
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w h

3) .

Ol really think having access to someone who

net works woutl d bavéaetllpdtul ki ndt ofb e rcems emamnp LB &

when we are reviewing syllabus or thinking al
for example.. having someone we can have a di
vi deos|S&n ifpdvmilrei st rator involved in quality re
programmes and guidanc.e to academic coll eaguc¢
OKnowing perhaps if there are cultural 1issue:

students from these communi Itihees swhretn otfh etyh i anrge

think about with Muslim st udlrmtgy aeeratd ey g me 0t
involved in |iaison/developing student placeil
cordingly, it is clear from our preliminary fi
cuments) it is critically important that staff
ovided with familiarisatieoameoppa@rnthumigti es harmd\
aff engaging effectively and appropriately wit
as to enable them to support students in a wa
sponding t oo psetse rkloetayrpnitc aflr amm what we see in th

dening Pauttrieagphltti @®am member) which could crea

st (Atherton, 2022), and cause significant di s
scriminated against at worse (Brassington, 202
e demphics and experiences of |1 ocal GTRSB comn
cal support groups and .sp2@22)iscsanN&Obr @daerafen é
vice and information for both academier and supg
o are |likely to meet with students f2o0amndhe coc



I't is also i mpbhaanthtses eephatasessmrot only to thos

fobviousT rol

()
(7]

such as widening participation t

| ecturers) can benefit from | earning about the c
Moreovetudents meet with many individuals empl oy
l earning support, school or faculty administrat.
few. As such, includi nargacciuslnt utrraal g natwagrnepneebsesa sannodh &

GTRSB communities withiwiismduaot in@n i @m mamad ati gy ¢
message to all wuniversity employees that the con
and recognition of ethanre antecubtudahtdi ft ®me md
This will al so ensure t Wati vewmarsdreea 20t gpiest © veaefr
bear I ittle resemblance to the realities of the
section bhwywGTWSB tceonl |li esa gauuet hwohro o f wthhoi s ed H aepcttesr u p o |

accessing and experiencing university.

Per sagmfallectacces so &g ean damicvienrgsi t y

My mot her was from the Travell iemgwkto mmust oryi @aaldl
travelled with the fair to earn a |living. When |
and we were a filadistifamal ywomMki mgapt her woul d st a)
children and my fathebswool groeoidar fous umamalal [
education at around fourteen years old to work a
mot her married my feerheandvhheen wahse nnvarsetsdexrt year s
school but Il eft without any good GCSE grades as
in a relationship from a young age and had my fi
to myndechi | d wheonnel awads etnweonyteyd bei ng a parent,
them proud of me. Two years |l ater | decided to &

as | loved decor at kegpahhotretilsrvaevibif hmo s daldwawyeport

nn



and helped with my children. I think she thought

do. I continued iugnhteirl Na tcioompdl§e hCedrrtegftiHoveet ea r(tH .
university to study interior architecture as | f
mysel f. However, my relationship broke down and
she struggl efdoutnod sneytstelle ilne.aviing | ectures and no
my <chil direms drefvedemnuy efdamialny t heir children and
priority. | decided to defer from university so
and would do cleaning because it o6buttkbdchhl i bég
school , I felt | wanted to go back to education
children. | started work in a preschool and star
evening. | passed botulbjmgtNWVQt2 eand Hdwievetrhi 4 st
so applied to university to study social work. [
secured a job as a social worker.

My family didnTt understand my need to go to uni
study for -ta nlee.g rMaen yf uTlrlavel |l ers do not al ways se

usually work hard with thelt hands tgpprcali @erfd

to study or work as it is often believed they sbh
families. It can be seen by some community membe
they studd beawer khahnhr children. Traveller womer

fresh hot meals every night which can be very ti
wel | . I f women work or are in eduicmag itomi,s irtolceo.ul
slowly things are changing and more Traveller wo

and can see that they can be both a good wif e/ mo
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stu

funds and a |l ack of resources can be &
getting into debt often seen as probl el
, SO0 many from the communities may cons
te the course. More engagemetnd awfi t h Tr a

ucation and di scussion around cul tural!/l

i ps would be helpful including support.i
support. TG hai vl edlclaerre wcoamme nb ed oannTott huesru
with strangers, normally only trusting
) to |l ook after their children. They wi
eda i s good for universities to have some
y caring responsibilities and prioritis
, mo st Travellers bBmgel mes asaocdespdt hhag

e and may find it difficult to help the
Having tailored university support in

o n sa,r atmoeurnetf.or e, is p

ard from a community me@imblercabobut alk hamnd
Amd f eweelnlc elsave c¢cl ear resonance for oth
nd Boater student s, we tur mamndvwotro an e
nsive experience of working with profes

hi gher education.

y of Sunderl and and St TeresaTs Catholi

in the positdesi gmepdcdnaodfdelfifveerntre d ed gt ic
simpl e appr oprcihaanec esst eapnsd cpaenr ccehpatnigoen st hoe
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present a case study of work undertaken by the L

| ocal primary school: St TeresaTs Catholic Pri

After signing the GTRSB into HE Pledge in Januar
institution, the University of Sunderl and desi gn

TeresaTs Catholic Primary Schaole. fAlomo GSITREB% of

communities, with the vast majority of these GTF
6. Additionally, 93. 9% of pupils Ilive in areas Vv
coll aborative progr ammef ati hme db @ me friati s eo fa whair gemeers s
empl oyment opportunities available, facilitating

I n 202,1 nine fHigher Education AwarenessT worksh
from Reception to Year 6 participated in these s
campus event at the University &f i9umoaenulcerdd tihr
concept of wuniversity as a place of study and pr
current wuniversity students. Pupils were encour a
aspirations, and the bposefi ¥saof 6st Ayl ngesni edsc
t he Gatsby Good Careers Benchmarks and the NERUF
strategies were desi greaedn tionpraeds wirfe ttheee pslo@mta mme

programmeasmmpacated via participant tracking.

Foll owing these sessions:

T 85% of pupils agreed that they now know aboui

uni versity

T 71 % of pupils now understand the ,differences

T 47% of pupils agree that, fpeople | ike me go
T 50% of pupils said that they are,now consi dei
T 82% of pupils said that they. wanted to achi e\



Fe

Pu

me

Th

po

edback from teachers included:

T Children atrel kmiowg haelaocwt going to university a

OWhen | am at wuniversitygh

T They know it (university) is acbesstdieéese t o al
course they will study

f Many more chil dr enasapier inmogv taovarwenioer saintdy i n

pwd sg acked via the Higher Education Access Tr &
hool sed weembend these sessions as part of the s
owl edge and understanding of ttheer np uapiinh si se auclht ia
i nspire behaviour al change to support more GT
ucation. The higher education progression rat e
all enge and one that weckairneg cpoamniitctiepda nttos iwnplrlc
asure the impact of this programme when the pu
is programme aims to inspire cultural change,
Ssi bainldi tai essesnse of belonging at university. Pu
tcome for everyone with the capacity and capab
rsonal circumstances.

nclusion

conclusion to this short chapter, the diverse
propose the following recommendations to maxi

rking with and supporting ®Gyapseyr, cTormamuenliltere,s .RcC

Ensure that coll eagues are aware of the names
community groups wWoGHRS® mmutnh tOletesr ea ¢ h ewemk s

be undertaken to ensure that there is ongoi ng¢

ny



opportunities for col |l abor ateisviaeg tw ovriktsi heosp.s ,I fo |
donTt have a |l ocal group or they donTt have ¢
uni versity or coll ege then exXYandar e ecep pfhorwt wmiut

setting can support (and payghongtmetuamey el

strategies and |l earning exchange.

Training on best practice in working with, ai
Travell er, Ro ma, Showmen and Boater communit.
community organisations and individuals with
engage with the experiences and needs of | oc:
t hreolods professional services staff. Taking a
personalised and meaningf ul educat igemealri@«cppol
and assist university staff in hearing about
well as developing shared understanding aboui

student s ,stpdteemdsitanei r family members.

OQutreach as explored in the cas&G&lRRBButdoyy HhEbo v e
Pl edge, and extended through the Schools Pl e
schools with a high number of GTRSB pupils)
with | ocal stakeholders to suppotrhwaycwudbtur al
fut meard hi gher education, or other opportunit
support awareness raising of the rnelmbeamnsd op|

who might not otherwise ha&wne ecomygi caduedtn emai

Signing the GTRSB into HE Pledge /Learning f

GTRSB Network Members. As outlined above the

n o



of activities which underpin good practice i

families, as well as supporting staff member:
practice. The network consists of a range of
of hi gher educati on, | ocal and national ci vi |

education providers who have either taken t he
The network is designed to operateomds a mech:
pract itaud.hoCoes of this chapter for example are
sig9ost, network, share | earning and resource:
participants in a saf®lamadewaslecomi mg ¢ mv IiGTRBI
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Chapxer Il nclusive CuQprpirceusisuinveDesi g
Pedagogy and Gypsy, Traveller, R

Boater Communities

Hazel Marsh, Allison Hul mes, and Jane Peacock
f The NobodiesT, writes the |l ate Uruguayan author
people fwho do not appear in the history of the

They are rendered fnobodiesdTmbynisnstodmsramndeinn $ t

experiences, and knowledge, representing them as
Who donTt speak |l anguages, but dialects.
Who donTt have religions, but superstitions.
Who donTt create art, but handicrafts.
Who donTt have cul tur e, but folklore (Galeano,

As Argentinian theorist Walter Mignolo (2011) ar

privilegeT of inventing such classifications of

uni ver sal and natural, but péceiyf iac ei coaastahacuts w
knowl edge and culture are deemed fsuperiorT, and
academia is, therefore, about more than diversit

patterns of power ammldi sreeod esiesmtadli ®mmi,alesgracti ce
and shapesdroanmoaassumpti ons about cultural worth
As such, it is an attempt to challenge and trans

(Mal ddmad@&s3,) .20

This chapter explores how | ecturers can restore

how staff can support these populations throught

PH



teach or supervise students who i derctwil oniads nGT R
curriculum and the i mportance of including GTRS
reflecti-oppresasawmwei practice and inclusive curric
GTRSB communities. WeHEopcbuiddebyoppouingithest f
di srupt negative stereotypes about GTRSB groups
about the fother T,alalnds tiud edmotisn gt os ob e ctoomee qeuriipt i ¢ a

i nclusive citizens.

Decolonising the curriculum

I'n recent yYedr c,amptaudgenrst in the UK such as f Why
f#Li berateMyDegreeT have highlighted Eurocentri s
uni versitieds2af Bhi:ambr.a These campaigns do not arg

predominately feature scholarship by and about v

that they are fintellectually unsound. Monocul tu
87)Y. Decolonisatiomti mioti @amilyestwuhesntBBewdéeéf col our
students; they stem from a recognition that educ
relation to othersT, place waallluestound esnotcsi atlo rbeescpoc

competent gl obal citizens (P¢gcrez Miles, 2019: 15

Universities today acknowledge the importance of
Kingston University, this means thinking about t
basic assumptions, based on three fundamental pr

l1.Create an accessible curriculum
2. Enabl e students to see themselves reflected i
3. Bui p students with the skills to positively

worl d



We woul d argue that curricula also need to enabl

themselves reflected in fposditdlvepwalylsea@f@ 2(BNamrog a rc
Moreover, since a global and diverse werld inclu
Gypsy, Roma, and Traveller students need opportu

GTR®Bopl es and the ways in which they are (mis)r
Lecturers should be prepared to create spaces Wi

that enables the repetition and perogetcu atei MM RSB

communarnd esontri bute to inequality.
This is not to suggest that | ecturers must becon
groups should necessarily be included in the cur

homogeni ses GTRSB groups and eapbkbeisfces, aanfivio
ri sks stereotyping &&Hed akngerit,i &210i290m . ( Raltshdes , t h
knowl edge about GTRSB communities can be questioao
i ssues relating to GTRSB mpe Rplwes aemrde 1Ge dima nt i € 0c

shown how certain discursive strategiGyspsayr e used

—

patterns of -rtawiusdh,ts cagsnm cnmt ory, and rational ob:
referring to Gypesrise[s; acso nashtnrourcniailn gf octrhi mi nal ity a
Gypsies; suggestingbdduwmdgssicomge tQyipss iteos aargeuef agali
and presenting Gypsies as outsi dée&Gdadhemdmaw ahd4 s
30fuch strategies allow for the articulation of
dehumani sing GTRSB communities and de3yyyisryg any S
Roma, and Travell @oacdmam,ni 20 ks) .( RDiwei | ar di scou
manufactured and perpetuated via th&OmnHNesl megdi a

201 2; Tarr , 2004 ; Tremlett, 2013) . When they ar e

strategies can be examined, unpicked, and chall e

pn



e curricula need to recognise and value
i sing or fotheringT. Where possible, posi
ating GTRSB authors andkey htod xatrss , araen do 1l &
rrinstitutionsT |ibraries. For exampl e,
such as Richard OTNei |l and Rosal een MccL

t the divemsteyeofyppir8&8BwivapyeagimTegatwal d

RomArchive, with contributions from div

and scholars, contains resources on a
adaomdefilm. The European Roma Institute for
Ro ma, and Traveller authored resources on

on of knowledge (pleaselssg.resources se€

nclusive curriculum is about more than a
e that GTRSB students in Higher Educati c
sed assumptions around whibke|] GAIRGB]l hekepDp
l'y percei v8Hd nHSommittha t i200n2s2T: (5Danvlenr sot her

are sensitive to the ways in which othe

rience universitiaerse anso tu nfsraefee tsop adciessc |wohse

or al needs. The fburden of adjustmentT t
y members themselves, r &Gakraghan, o202 0¢e
, all too aware of the fstigma of troubl

ity spaces Gypsy, Roma-yi ghbdaimtasbbler sbarc
deat | aRO0O2B®MprgWwhen GTRSB student sitdyo, di sc
find that they are expected to carry ou
pent a | ot of time educating instead of

agher, 2020:t ®209gvoiLekecdwaterfse miexrtdemi ¢ exp

pp



occurs when marginalised people are compelled to

oppressionT (Berenstain, 2016: 569).

An amptpiressive framework

I n their inclusive cuwWnr ipcaolMurrbhehesvad rtkh tcdch esckp p dJrCtL
ensuring all students, including those in protec
achieve their .madxhiemmu nmgp ottoe nstuicahi a fr amewor k coul
l earning in HE for all student groups. With rega
recommends | ecturers reflect on the extent to wh
di scusesntdipédrspectives within and outside the UK
students fto gain an understanding of how differ
influence outcomes ampglppessipeetfiveamdworAkh aqui ps
recognise the impact of past and prasentundemte 0t
and represented, andeddeacur ageq Agriilt iecdalalsel f20 2
section, &{uWwlemeso)c kr ef l ect on their -oavoi expandeact

oppressive teaching priacafieebetiThey chowbdotwr ams

both | ecturers and students.

Reflections from teaching: critically engaging w
As a whiteGYsmsyyerwd mam, I (Jane) consider myself
with people with Iived experience of being part
wor ker and |l atterly a sendooppcercttwmietri @ n tsm cwarl k
of GTRSB communities. As part of my critical ap
student groups around privilege by unpicking the
and normali sertyheiaonmemtsd mmesr of white dominance (|
understanding of white privilege is of importanc

pc



as they are often positioned as foutsidersT to &
of I'ife are not fwhite enough [nor] an acceptabl

&My ers 2008; Bhopal 2018).

OneTs positionality is not only formed by I|ived
constructs that make up those experiences (Dahl,
ago, I was invited to facil intdatTer aav ewolrekrs hfoapmiol ni ev

of stodmeqyual i fied teachers. Of the group of 22 st

gualified teachers in schools where | knew that
what was evident ewasrthai nghewurrieathhm had | acke
the ways in which society constructs and positioc
problem because, in the absence of an under st anodo
repreddiemi nant representations of fminoritisedT
of Romani and Traveller pupils and their famili.ie
mai nstream media and societal diss caonudr seedsu cwahtiicohn ac
out comes. Mor eover, a lack of critical reflec
Travellers do appear in the curriculum, their re€

student, quatte(dl0i.2n3 :Mo4r9g7a)n obser ves:

Suddenly this Aisdedoown Ralde |F&mmew what woul d

comments that were negative, also racist and
around criminality, not paying taxesg and | \
l ecturer didnTt de megdthiiveg oo mmandtre,ssand | w

the purpose was of showing the video.

"Court order that |l ed to the eviction of Travellers from Da

PT



Analysing and countering such deficit representa
include the inbhdsassdomepfesentagitdns of GTRSB con
which value and recogni se lteldg eawtfhorciotmmune st ye toii
hi stori es, and experiences. Mor eover, an under s
which i mpact on the everyday |lives of GTRSB c¢omn
the Dale Farm vidav,e fusredexampl e@a,s ano wlpdolrtuni t
the representation of communities. I'n my own wo
communities to elicit studentTs i mpressions and
to suppbudent Ts analysis of stereotypes and powe
exampl e, I wi || hi ghlight current | egislation an

(unl ess you are a white middn el ecadass st oc adm psecru svsai no

di scrimination and social justice, supporting cr
I't is also i mportant to challenge GTeR§BEaAdups hi nk
need to be included in this. I had an occasi on

comments were made by -#& hleectewwasem iwe fdooqt ofi ke t
theyge. T. It is appalling that an academic cou
universities should be spaces where staff and st

funcomfortableT digpusali ooemmdhessgaveome the op

l eading to a discussion in which | challenged th
address racism that occurs as many people feel t
Gypsioama,, Rnd Travellers which they would not do
groups. As |l ecturers we are in an influenti al
critical thinki rAd,scariimiincasalpplye asndivmgnpiamcciti ce .

py



Ref |l ect isomwaif kharh | e n ge gnagtfritaled ng Rom@gwgdsy¥raveller

families

As a Wel sh Romani soci al work student, | (Al l1iso
only with a small number of my fellow students.
uni versity where | also spenternany aynme arrosw aas Sa ng u
in social work, and | did not feel safe to share
about Romani and Traveller people was in a pejor

as them bei nbgutp rnodbtl etnmaet iscy, st ems and structures i
my qualifying course were never taught about t he
i nequality gaps across key areas such asyaccommo
i mpact a family system, or anything about our ri
al so exposed to ca-swwalsuradciussne aonfd sttheer emoatypes, w
more overt twenty plus year s iacgaol. sTahfeertey waass anno ep
Wel sh Romani student and the fact Zahabskt wadearm

of at the time -moniamtetdhnioc bRomanit he cour se be:t

i nternational c¢commindnehnutmatno rsiogchitasl, jsuosnteihcoew ai ncr
alienation and distress, as nhaively | expected a
I have always been dedicated to social work educ
would be part of improving the experience of fut
work students. One of the waws sli bhaveé nsamyghtdemna i
Romani social worker. This has not been without

of counteracting this was by setting up the Gyps

whi ch was formed Ry es@dihali cwknkmams wma Travell er
to create-leaeds asfpa,cepedeorr Romani and Traveller soc
experiences, gain supporitn awhda tf i mads pbseyccohnod ,0 gsiicnacl

p



i mpl ementation of the Police, Cri me, Sentencing

environment for us. Another key motivation in se
a role model for Romani andiDbmavell es peocplaenenad :
to see yourself represented in all/l professions,
negatively as a career choice for Romani and Tr a
har mf ul practi ceuwhemn iivmtteer vaenrdi fgamind y 1i f e.

Having set up the Romani and Traveller Social Wa
devel oping, delivering, and evalwuating training
programmes across the UK. The uniqardeds!| ovet de
t he Romani and Traveller Soci al Wor k Group, i s t
social workers who were also ethnic Romani and T

knowl edge as regi ster eodurs olciivaeld weoxrpkeerrise n cael.o nVgh eani

on &wotmani and Traveller racism, | always decl ar e
l east that there may be Romani and Traveller stu
identi foy mayt cwlmose to speak with me in private.
them to support. I also talk about some of my pe

first time that mo s t of t he studemnrmtngd wiilslcrhan en ahi

directly from an ethnic Romani Gypsy, and they n

I remind students of their responsibilities as r
around upholding rights, dignity, and the value

Equalities Act 2010 tionrEenqlfonrd,e Whlad s oanpd vS avintelh
duties relating to the protectedRamar actaesreil d teir ss
|l egally protected ethnicities. This #t#smally rais

students have been made aware of t his. |t i s al s
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ch
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of ten

my

ucat

| far

uden

Sess

avel

stics to ensure the students begin to
have framed the teaching around our profe
wi | begin with a short exercise explori
ges facing Romani aansdh olrrtav ealclceurr apteeo pfliel.m |
ferences between Romani and Traveller peo
ge of the distinct ethnic groups wunder th
i story.
focus in on the history and |l ongevity of
Romani and Traveller people, stretching
sent day with the Pdédkitcef COR2mde, Beénisnwi
s know this history to understand the str
to thrive in persistently hostile context
n in existopheefsirsece aRomarid pen t hese shor
wor k st udgener ateifdreaclt tornaudmma ewhi ch sits i
n mani fest in mistrust of authority and t
eaching, I refer to available research ev
on, eal t h, accommodati on, empl oyment , an
servicesudieal wbensekaabiedgnssesci ahi wbr he
s apply their knowledge, skills, ethics,
rcises to tease out studentsT attitudes t
ceived awpnpekersal hi Haew asaadi akel can i mpac
ng families, and itoreprempontabnontoftROmE&
er children referred to child welfare ser
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ough unconsci oufsalbliasheltdw s
nd the regulatory standards
(1986) and their work on av
stlognalln,avahudl ddudrai¢mpgoicteiss e

al practitioners, actively

|l Kk about solutions, and t he
‘Hased i ®@sd-baseemggupghdches,

l er, a&gkaswbeidggumneutadmel ke

g with Romani and Traveller
families.

I I'i ant educational resour ce
o if this is firmly I|linked

about t henmotowno kwroowl ge.d gCu la

nt, but too often | have se
nected to professional soc
ory of state control me ¢ h an
for this and the i mpact on

as and thei somagpitnbfuanees

ice and decision making.

an organisation that supports Romani

your teaching,r ead re ainal Ide | wherre tthlree v



community members. Al so make sure you have a

and effort.

1T Challenge negative stereotypes from students
understanding aversive racism is important. !
skills in critical reflection, and nmaeisemar e
in which case institutional procedures woul d

f My best advice would be to connect with the I

Association so we can | end our support in rel
any teachRomamin amd iTraveller racism.
T I'nform yourself of current changes in policy

stories from the media to prepare for any un«

Concl usi on

GTRSB communities are not ohtceémsi veoguprastsiliwei n
pedagpangly decol oni si,n@ntdhd hd wsr mirgwelnaurmy needs to ¢
di scomfort many GTRSB students may feel about re
cannot assume that they do not have any GTRSB st
over |l ook t haef fiescstuetshetnhatEven i f a | ecturer is ce
GTRSB student s, it is stild] i ncumbent upon them
positiard wtagg, unpack and analyse the negative ass
perpetuated in sensationalist media reports, an

| egi sl ation and across society generally.
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Julia Morgan and Esther Stubbs
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pastcaideasi davier esutie edeiasveaegi mBEBmidebsac | itnbaun do n
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20 1f9arhper 2 @220 215e6 880 ncluded any reference to Gy
Traveller students. Mor eover , |l ess than 5% of p |

hi gher education participati onTraanvde |alcecre scso nanmuonnigts



wi t h none of the pl ans containing any targets
that the annual updates from higher education in
include how universities are rsdasitregiacddss pdmdcn

participation for these communities.

Forster et al., (2022) building on AthertonTs wo

available online2lfoo-2B602hmeri wchd y2B85% of pl ans

Travell er, elRomaand SBhoamner s . Mor eover, only 7% o
minority status of minoritised ethnic Gypsy, Ron
ethnicity (for example, Gypsy). | n sree laactciesrrs t o

and particspagronpsoronhg 20% of plans included
these action points flimited to fairly generic i
for working with GTRSBT (Forster ety &lad, 2022: 1
consul tGTdRSwBiutdhent s and those with specialist kno
they were going to undertake focus groups or con

|l iterature on the topic (Forster, personal C o mn

Three discourses weaeeapprahdnplpaantsi ovwlse n hdkei scussi
GTRSB commhuamrn 4ti e@rs et al ., 2022) . First, not hav
to aid strategic decision making. However, as

evidence from reportsr apde s e ss@Tal By ncoanmintruhndi it g edse r

education which can be used to inform strategy,
more hel pful than the official dat aGTB&t i s cur
numbers in higher education being smal|l or a mi
resulted in these communities not being seen as

this type of discourse can epreint alcdBE B otf @ mmuae i ¢ g

me mbeéms hi gher educatdmal lasnurhbedrrs ,asisrunreadl ati on t
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become a proxy for a | ack of strategy and actioao
reactive rather than proactive discourse about s
byYsTRSBudents was al so apparent. GARSBi s probl «
students to actively seek t he -rseupprpeosretn twehdi cghr oiusp sc
they donTt ask for support, then tWwWkeic¢cmfiemethween
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raci sm. However, when anGiRS8udefhtsupaper txipsipi
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support, as proactive support by wuniversities [
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initiatives.
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sualment oprieanglp appl i c@ap pemar aat e e dimo daactci doams,
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8A focus on contye gtrwalpsof é eampkréorhéeé Scottish Index of Mult
Pol ar4 Quintile 1 and 2, may not necessarily be applicabl
an explicit focus on GTR%B diemi agntaextsasl infiftémd i ard .ot her
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®“The courts have also confirmed the same to be the case f
Traveller Education and Information Project, (2008), Il ed
minority ethnic group.

“Hi gher Education Statistics Agency.

»"Roma was not included in the valid entry |abel for HESA d
'"Gypsy or Traveller' or ' Other White backgroundT. From 2
categeryeported by personal communication.

®tcultural -eabnsom] bpacifsm explores racism beyond fcol our
categorisations and shows how groups can become racialisec
mi grati onet ,(askefe2:2 ;AnRizepni kowska, 2019, Hickman & Ryan, 202
2020 for some examples). Mor eover, Garner (2007; 2017: 204

fwhite Europeans positirompeaniser nostudbmditkelryn wHiatcesEwmccor di
nationalityT.

YAndyipsyi sm has been defined as a fspecific form of racism,
dehuwsemtniion and institutional racism nurtured by historical
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includes tdsfi@eaghamaogsesigepéiaépti on and description of these
characteristics to them, and discriminatory social structur
and which have a diegg adf hgctandamdtrapioduce structur al C
Anti gygeoygivg m,
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Appendi x 4: Feedback

To offer feedback on this handbook please compl e

could include thoughts and reflections on the ma
i mpact that the handbook may halvhe so nf eperdabcatcikc e iann
open to al/l and i s anonymous. I f you are unabl e
G .e. morgan@g)eandi sheawi bk send you the | ink.
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