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Your name: 				 Ian Thompson

Date: 09/03/2019

Name of event / exhibition / project / conference

EMPIRE II at Museo de Arte Contemporáneo de Oaxaca
Please include a

Key date(s) for event(s)

small promotional
image for your

23 February to 5 April 2019

event here
Location(s) of Event(s)

Museo MACO, Calle Macedonio Alcalá 202, 68000 Oaxaca de Juárez, Mexico

Project team
Name

Organisation

Role

Ian Thompson
Sarah Sparkes

University of Greenwich

Artist
Artist

Brief description

Digital art works shown as part of EMPIRE II After Extinction, the conclusion of an international touring exhibition
begun in 2017.
1- Peninsula (digital video), 2017
Referencing supernatural film tropes and drawing on the aesthetics of electronic voice phenomena, Peninsula transports
the viewer into a liminal space. Sparkes and Thompson have combined layers of sound and image to create a
mesmerising yet disturbing journey in which the viewer travels, together with the films unsettling auditory and visual
presence, to an uncertain conclusion.
2- Almost an Island (digital photograph), 2018
Representing a frame from a film that is yet to be made, Almost and Island was captured in woodland in south-eastern
France. It juxtaposes the sublime and the uncanny, a familiar trope in early twentieth century horror films.
3- The Backswimmer (digital video), 2018
An abstract silent video work, based on a three-dimensional spectrogram display of sound created by underwater pond
life.

Main Organiser / Curator

Vanya Balogh
Presenting organisation(s)

EMPIRE II / Vanya Balogh
Museo MACO, Oaxaca

Funding
Funder (including UoG if in-kind)

Activity		

EMPIRE II / Vanya Balogh
MACO, Oaxaca, Mexico
Sponsors (see MACO website below)

Amount (£)

N/A
N/A
N/A

PLEASE PROVIDE LINKS TO:
Promotional / marketing material(s) – digital copies can be attached at the end of this document

https://www.artlyst.com/features/empire-ii-video-installation-travels-mexico-museum-show/?
fbclid=IwAR3IyAgR5g9cofNMu0Mrt8-1tUIQDWfAVBHdFG5Dg6VOEKdF-gNHKp3I-d8
https://museomaco.org/?exhibition=empire-ii-after-extinction

Website(s) and statistical data if available

http://www.empire2.info/

Images – digital copies can be attached at the end of this document

Almost An Island: http://idthompson.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/almostanisland-copyright.png
See other instances in dataset

Video

Peninsula on Vimeo: https://vimeo.com/233665334 Password: EMPIRE2
The Backswimmer on Vimeo: https://vimeo.com/322481584 Password: EMPIRE2

Reviews

Visitor demographics – please enter recorded figures below
NO. OF VISITORS:

TBC

Estimated
Actual

AGE GROUPS:

√

√
√
√
√

0–15
16–30
31–45
46–60
60+

AREAS OF INTEREST:

√
√
√
√
√
√
√

Art
Design
Film/Media
Sound/Music
Education
Technology
Others

PLEASE PROVIDE LINKS TO:
Visitor testimonials

Social media activity

https://www.facebook.com/events/363203497852601/

Publications (by UoG staff)

Related conference papers (by UoG staff)

References to research

Legacy (further invitations / venues / iterations / research opportunities)

Following our first collaboration for EMPIRE II, Sarah Sparkes and I were selected as Artists in Residence for the
BEYOND residency at Allenheads Contemporary Arts, Northumberland, UK, 2018: https://www.acart.org.uk/ (see other
GALA entries)
I have also been invited to participate for further projects curated Vanya Balogh, inlcuding Miniscule 2 at Cross Lane
Projects, Kendal, and at Venice Biennale, 2019.
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