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How ?

Standard landscape character assessment
Desk study followed by fieldwork
Participatory ecosystem service
assessment

Focus groups in coastal villages




Coastal plain

Rural livelihoods are dependent on these ecosystems.

Main habitats » Agriculture

Horticulture

Coral reefs Animal husbandry
Mangroves Salt making
Mudflats Fishing

Creeks

Estuaries.

Industrial developments
Cement
- Chemicals
Fertiliser
Mining




Ecosystem Assessment of the Habitats in the Kachchh District: Kathda, Manditaluka Ecosystem Assessment of the Habitats in the Kachehh District: Ashira Vandh, Abdasa taluka
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* Pods

* Gum

* Honey

* Cotton like substance
* Alcoholic drinks

* Wood

* Charcoal

4

calorific value (4800 k cal/kg) I
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The perception of the people upon
this species depends on their
economic needs and the benefits
they can obtain from it




Natural Character Coastal Plain of Kachchh District
Area profile:

Lack of fences =%
Soil infertility,
Salinity, drought




Research into the potential for using Prosopis juliflora for hedge laying and retort
charcoal production May 2016




“In two years this living fence will definitely grow thick and keep out

both wild boar and nilgai” (a farmer)

“I very much like this living fence as the current practice of dead
hedging is not permanent. We will take and distribute the information

sheet” (Conservator of Forests)

“People are admiring this living fence like anything and will definitely do

themselves” (A farm manager)

This led one person attending the demonstration to coin the phase

“Prosopis for Prosperity “



MAKING LIVING FENCES 30

WHY? AL the warkshop hetd an 29 Decarmbar 2015 at the Visskanind Researeh and Trainkeg institte [VRT), the
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MAKING CHARCOAL

wHY? 29" Decermber 2015
o Praucys for making charccw] was dicussed

Research and Training Intitute [VRTI), the
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BIOCHAR

WHY? At the warkshop heid on 29" December 2015 at the Vivekanand Research and Training Institute
VAT, issuwes with soi fertiity and safinity were discussed.

Small pieces of charcoal have been shown to
improwe soil and increase crop yield when used
alongside appropriste sources of nutrients. This is
thought to be because It can increase sl pH,
Increase water holding capacay, reduce salinity and
rotain nutcients. It has also been found to provide
#00d canditions for beneficial soil microbes

THIS 1S HOW TO MAKE BIOCHAR: you can make charcoal and crush It. Thase small pieces should then be
wet saaked in watar before adding to the sail and or a planting madium. The rata at which & will be
effective varies with soil type. It would be useful to add it st various rates to different parts of a field and
1o observe how the crop responds.

Commercially biochar & made by burming
charcosl in large kilrs or retorts which are
brought ready-made or built individually.

In s0me cases biochar is made from ather
materials, such as husks or shells of nuts.
Mawever it could be a useful way of using

Prosopis, particular when large ares of
scrub need to be ceared,

1n shart, biochar has the potential to provide benefits for sod quality both on the shart aad long term, The
fong-term benefits of brochar are unigue ta this soil amendment, since

decompose rapidly in the years after they are appled.
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These are the handouts, produced in both English and Gujarati,
that were handed

Information sheets

out at the workshop and that have been subsequently
distributed electronically.

The event was reported in the press and this lead to further
requests for information
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THANK YOU
for listening
Any Questions?



