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Why more resources? 

New entrants to the university

Failure rate at the end of year 1 (2017/18)

• BTEC qualifications 21%

• Mixed qualifications (BTEC/AS/A Level)13%

• Level 4/5 (direct entry 12%

• AS/A Level qualifications 7%

Figures obtained from PAS13 – Tariff analysis report for 2017/18 students
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Connecting Students

- Within groups - peers

- University Societies

- Staff

- Support Services

- Wellbeing



Social dimensions 
of learning 

Normalising 
challenges

Building 
connections

Active 
partnerships 

Sense of self-
efficacy

Sense of 
belonging

Achieving a 
sense of 

ownership



Building 
connections and 
belonging

• Interaction and groupwork within 
sessions

• Informal connections 

• Supporting and valuing different 
forms of engagement 



NextLevel and 
Belonging

• Tett et al (2017), found by building positive 
relationships between staff and peers, 
transition to HE can be successfully managed.

• Kenney (2023) recognises the importance of 
belongingness, its impact including on 
academic success to graduation rates, overall.  



Cultivating a sense of belonging In NextLevel

By cultivating a 
community within our 
offer, as a team we can 

boost a sense of 
belonging in students.

Creating campus-wide 
initiatives and devoting 

more resources to student 
support.



Best Practice for Creating a Sense of Belonging

•Communication 

•Engagement

•Retention

•Success
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