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Ouida on the margins

(1839-1857)

Andrew King
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From Daily Mail, 27 Feb 1908 
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"Dear Mr. Cullum,

Thank you for yr kind letter.

This tomfoolery in Suffolk annoys me very much. 

I identify with my father's French race and blood, and I 

should be greatly obliged to you if you would do your 

best to prevent any inscription of the kind you name being 

put up as you say. What a curse it is to have anything that 

distinguishes one from the happy unknown multitude."

a tablet recording the fact had 
been affixed to the house she 
was born in. I don’t think she 
really minded a bit!

Ouida monument Google Street view
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https://www.suffolknews.co.uk/bury-st-edmunds/news/move-to-renovate-bury-author-ouida-s-memorial-1-8387512/
https://www.suffolknews.co.uk/bury-st-edmunds/news/move-to-renovate-bury-author-ouida-s-memorial-1-8387512/
https://www.suffolknews.co.uk/bury-st-edmunds/news/move-to-renovate-bury-author-ouida-s-memorial-1-8387512/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Ouida+Memorial/@52.2387435,0.7044734,3a,75y,60.14h,95.94t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1s-6v_ZtfvEHNgKC7D4H7ORw!2e0!7i16384!8i8192!4m16!1m8!3m7!1s0x47d84c49c6687137:0x841207d55be9c6a6!2sOuida+Memorial!8m2!3d52.2388038!4d0.7044656!10e5!16s%2Fg%2F11g7190yx7!3m6!1s0x47d84c49c6687137:0x841207d55be9c6a6!8m2!3d52.2388038!4d0.7044656!10e5!16s%2Fg%2F11g7190yx7?entry=ttu
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Cambell Spence, 1919, Galleria 

Nazionale d’Arte Moderna e 
Contemporanea di Roma

Blundell Spence, 1851, Tate 
Britain
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https://www.suffolknews.co.uk/bury-st-edmunds/news/move-to-renovate-bury-author-ouida-s-memorial-1-8387512/
https://www.suffolknews.co.uk/bury-st-edmunds/news/move-to-renovate-bury-author-ouida-s-memorial-1-8387512/
https://www.suffolknews.co.uk/bury-st-edmunds/news/move-to-renovate-bury-author-ouida-s-memorial-1-8387512/
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Death mask of Corder from 

http://www.capitalpunishmentuk.org/corder1.jpg
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Six shillin’ a week is a’most all as iver ye git. Theere won’t be no corn 

growed soon, if pipple starve-like a farmin’ as we does…And a shillin’ 

or ten-pence ivery week out o’that for landlord. We niver gits a taste 

o’meat, year’s end t’year’s end... there’s a swarm of men in the parish 

as dunno more’n beasts in stye. Dunno their God; dunno their letters, 

never heard o’ this queen, never put a morsel o’ mutton in their mouths 

– dunno nothin’. Field-work is sickly-like, cos o’ tha wind and weather; 

and when yer comes to trampin’ six mile out and six in, and ditchin’ or 

ploughin’ all day i’ the wet, it stan’ to reason as how tha rheumatic 

come hot and heavy arter a bit, wi’ min and wimmin tew… 

Ouida, Puck (Lippincott, 1900), pp. 74-5 (orig. Chapman and Hall, 1870).

Suffolk Chronicle - Saturday 21 
July 1855, p. 3

Workhouse beerhouse   hospital  ??pub??
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Workhouse beerhouse   hospital   church  ?pub?

‘The unbridled ambition of a few men has in all ages been 
the true cause of the revolutions of empires; when we 
swim in abundance we seldom think of the miseries of 

others’ 
(from H.L.V. Ducoudray Holstein, A New 

Practical Grammar of the French Tongue, 1836).
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Ouida on the margins

(1839-     )

tbc…
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