
 

Chapter 

Standing out in a crowd 
Big data to produce new forms of publicness 

By Silvio Carta  , Rebecca Onafuye  , Pieter de Kock   

Book Architecture and the Smart City 

Edition1st Edition 

First Published 2019 

Imprint Routledge 

Pages11 

eBook ISBN9780429324468 

ABSTRACT 

Complex systems are generally approached through various models that are underpinned by the use 

of approximation and standardisation. The same inductive method is based on the assumption that 

observations common to several phenomena can be described by the same behaviour. By this logic, 

societal trends are studied by means of statistical methods, on the assumption that a relevant number 

of individuals would represent the trend of the totality observed. Generalising at a broader urban 

scale, Waymo, the independent self-driving technology company that originated as the Google self-

driving car project in 2009, represents a case in point and provides an interesting example where 

individual data is used to reshape the public realm. Space is produced by the dynamic 

interrelationships between the perceived space, lived space, and the conceived space. Since the 

environment and people’s daily routines are being mixed in with smart technologies and big data to 

create smart cities, people as individuals have become a product of that space. 
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