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ABSTRACT ARTICLE HISTORY

A stochastic mathematical model is proposed to study how envi- Received 14 November 2022
ronmental heterogeneity and the augmentation of mosquitoes with Accepted 27 June 2023
Wolbachia bacteria affect the outcomes of dengue disease. The exis- KEYWORDS

tence and uniqueness of the positive solutions of the system are Dengue fever; population
studied. Then the V-geometrically ergodicity and stochastic ultimate replacement; ergodicity;
boundedness are investigated. Further, threshold conditions for suc- Lyapunov function
cessful population replacement are derived and the existence of a

unique ergodic steady-state distribution of the system is explored.

The results show that the ratio of infected to uninfected mosquitoes

has a great influence on population replacement. Moreover, environ-

mental noise plays a significant role in control of dengue fever.

1. Introduction

Every year many people are infected with mosquito-borne diseases including dengue
fever and dengue haemorrhagic fever, caused by dengue viruses. Dengue infections are
one of the main reasons for illness in the tropics and subtropics [21]. Due to the lack
of licensed vaccines or drugs, the most effective way to treat dengue is to control its
mosquito vectors, but traditional insecticide spraying not only pollutes the environment
but also causes insecticide resistance [14]. Many studies have demonstrated that releases
of mosquitoes carrying the endosymbiotic bacteria Wolbachia provide a novel method to
control dengue [4, 19]. This succeeds because cytoplasmic incompatibility (CI) is induced
in the mosquitoes with Wolbachia, which causes early embryonic death when uninfected
females mate with infected males, but this does not affect infected females, resulting in
widespread distribution of the bacteria in nature [6, 16].

Based on the mechanisms of CI, two strategies including population suppression and
population replacement have been proposed to control mosquitoes [5], with population
suppression being realized by releasing Wolbachia-infected males inundatively and pop-
ulation replacement being achieved when Wolbachia-infected mosquitoes are released
inoculatively [22, 34]. Recently, researchers in many laboratories around the world are
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trying to control dengue virus by releasing Wolbachia-infected mosquitoes with some suc-
cess [17, 33]. Many different types of mathematical models have been proposed to study
the transmission dynamics between wild and Wolbachia-infected mosquitoes, including
discrete time models [11, 13], continuous time models [10, 20] and impulsive differen-
tial equation models [37, 38]. For example, Haygood and Turelli established a discrete
model to analyse the impact of host population subdivision on the evolution of CI-causing
bacteria strains in specific host species, its results showed that in the subdivided host
population with local density regulation, the strain evolution tended to be stronger CI
[13]. Farkas and Hinow introduced and studied some differential equation models of
population dynamics of Wolbachia infection, and they found that under the condition
of mutual compatibility, strains with higher transmission efficiency or lower infection
mortality are superior to competitors [10]. Zhang et al. proposed the birth-pulse model
of Wolbachia transmission through mosquito population and reached the conclusion
that population eradication can be achieved only when the parameters lie in a specific
regions and the initial density of non-infection is low enough, regardless of the infection
ratio [37].

However, wild mosquitoes and the released Wolbachia-infected mosquitoes in nature
are inevitably influenced by environmental fluctuations including temperature, wind, rain-
fall, oxygen and so on [18, 32]. These environmental factors affect the breeding, growth and
development of mosquitoes: (1) the larval indices in the wet season is greater than that in
the dry season [7, 31], (2) higher temperature will hasten mosquitoes development [8].
Relevant research indicates that the synergistic effect of between temperature and precipi-
tation may have a significant impact on mosquitoes ecology and mosquito-borne diseases
[1]. Indeed, the population dynamics of dengue vector mosquitoes are strongly linked
with temperature and rainfall fluctuations [36]. The significant changes that this fluctua-
tion causes to the mosquito population, stochastic differential equations with white noises
provide a more realistic description.

Therefore, in this paper, we propose a mathematical model comprising a system of
stochastic differential equations, governing the evolution of mosquitoes with white noises,
then derive threshold conditions for population replacement and study the ergodic steady-
state distribution of the system.

2. Model formation and preliminaries

Throughout this paper, the total population of mosquitoes is denoted by N(¢) and we
assume that the mosquito population is infected by a single strain of Wolbachia. The trans-
mission can only be passed from infected females to their offspring, but transmission is
imperfect with probability T € (0,1]. N(#) can be subdivided into four subpopulations,
namely uninfected females, Fy, infected females, Fj, uninfected males, My, and infected
males, Mj. band d are the density dependent birth rate and death rate for the mosquito pop-
ulation, respectively. f is the proportion of females in the offspring. When an infected male
mates with an uninfected female, zygotic death of offspring caused by CI usually occurs
with a probability g € [0, 1]. Although CI has a beneficial effect on infected females, a fit-
ness cost effect D of mosquitoes infected with Wolbachia is assumed to be non-zero with
D > 0 being fitness cost and D < 0 being fitness benefit, and the sign of D depends on the
mosquito species and Wolbachia strains. Then the model with overlapping generations can
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be described as follows:

dFy(t
10 _ ¢ebF, — (d+ D)NF,
dFy(t) qMr )
= (1 — OF + fFy (1 — —21 ) — aNFy,
s fo(1 —)Fr +fb U( My 1M U

(1)

o _ N _ M
=1-Hb(1-0)F+(1 f)bFU<1 Mo 0

dMy(t)
dt

> — dNMy.

In reality, the proportion of infected males that mate with infected females is usually the
same as in uninfected populations, i.e. we have Mj/F; = My /Fy, so after one or two gen-
erations, the ratio of males to females is identical in both cases. However, modifications
may be considered if the sex ratios change [15]. Therefore, the entire infected (I(#)) and
uninfected (U(#)) populations are introduced to simplify system (1) [10, 20], with suitable
parameters the model is rescaled to

I

% — bl — (d+ D) + U)I,

W_, )bI+bU<1 qI) A+ U)U @
—=(01-r - - .

dr U+1

Many studies have focused on the model (2) [10, 20, 39], not only providing threshold
conditions for the existence and stability of all possible equilibria but also discussing the
biological significance regarding mosquito population replacement. But the effects of envi-
ronmental heterogeneity on the dynamics of Wolbachia spread have been ignored. All
organisms in natural habitats are constrained by fluctuations of many environmental fac-
tors such as temperature, nutrition, oxygen, pH and so on [32], and mosquitoes are no
exception. Hu and co-authors constructed a mathematical model to study how random
switches in birth rates affect the dynamics of Wolbachia spread [18]. Hence, we introduce
white noise to study the influences of stochastic perturbations and assume that they are
directly proportional to the entire infected I(t) and uninfected U(¢) populations. Some
authors (see [23, 24]) have pointed out that this assumption is reasonable and well justi-
fied biologically. Because the specific Wolbachia can not only be successfully transmitted
in mosquito populations but also act like a vaccine to stop mosquitoes from replicating
and spreading dengue virus, augmentation of mosquitoes with Wolbachia bacteria has
been used to realize the aims of population replacement, and to prevent the occurrence of
diseases, such as dengue disease [17, 34]. Therefore, we proposed a stochastic system (2)
with control to model the effects of environmental fluctuations and the augmentation of
mosquitoes, and system (2) is modified as

dI(H) = (ebI(t) — (d + D)(t) + UE)I(E) + 6) dt + a1 I(t)dB, (£),
dU() = ((1 — D)bI(H) + bU®) (1 _ %) — A + U(t))U(t)) a3
+a U(t)dBa (1),

where 6 is the quantity of mosquitoes infected with Wolbachia being continuously released.
Bi (t) and B,(t) denote independent Brownian motion defined in a complete probability
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space (2, F, {Ft}t=0, P), a% and a% are the intensities of the noise on the entire infected
I(t) and uninfected U(t) populations, respectively.

Throughout the paper, (2, F, {F:}+>0, P) is denoted as a complete probability space
with filtration {F}};>0 and satisfies: (a) right continuous and (b) {Fo} involves all P-null
sets. The independent Brownian motion B;(¢) is defined on this probability space. Assume
that X(t)) = Xo(0 <ty < T < 00) is an {Fy}-measurable R?-valued random variable,
where Ri ={xeR*:x;>0 for anyl < i < 2}. Define functionsf : R2 x [ty, T] — R?
and g : R? x [ty, T] — R**2 such that they are Borel measurable. Consider the following
Ito-type stochastic differential equation

dx() = f(X(@®), t)dt + g(X(¢),H)dB(t), X(0) = Xo, (4)

and the equivalent system of (4) is
t t
X)) =Xo+ | f(X(s),s)ds —}—f g(X(s),s)dB(s) on ty<t<T. (5)
to to

Let ps(Xo, A) be the transition probability, and p;(Xp, A) = P(X(¢) € A | X(0) = Xy) for
anyt € Ry, Xo € R: and A € B(R%).
Then we give some important definitions as follows [12, 25, 26, 35].

Definition 2.1 ([26]): Let X(¢t) = (I(¢), U(#))T be a solution of (3) provided

(a) X(t) is continuous and {F;}-adapted;
(b) f(X(D,1) € L) ([t, TI; R?) and g(X (1), 1) € L2([t, TI; RZ);
(c) foranyt € [ty, T] (4) holds with probability 1.

Definition 2.2 ([12, 25]): Let X(t) = (I(t), U(t))T be a solution of SDE (3):

(1) iflimy— 100 U(t) = 0, then U(t) becomes extinctive;
(2) iflimsup,_, . U(t) > 0, then U(t) becomes weakly persistent;
(3) ifforanye € (0, 1), there are two constants 8 > 0 and § > 0 such that

liminf P{U(t) > B} > 1 — &, liminf P{U(#) <8} > 1 —¢,

then U(#) is called stochastically persistent.

Lemma 2.1 ([35]): Let f(t) € C(Q2 x [0,400),R4), if there are constants &y, t and ¢ >
0 such that f(t) satisfies Inf(t) < ¢t — & fotf(s)ds + >, BiBi(t) for any t > 11, B; is
also a constant, then lim;_, oo sup % fot f(s)ds < %; if there are constants o, t; and ¢ >

0 such that f(t) satisfies Inf(t) > ¢t — & fotf(s)ds + >, BiBi(t) for any t > t, then

limy—, 10 SUp % fotf(s)ds > é—o
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3. Main results
3.1. Properties of the solutions

For any given initial conditions, a unique global solution of system (3) exists if its coef-
ficients satisfy the linear growth condition and local Lipschitz condition [26]. Now, we
show that the solution of system (3) is positive and global by using methods of Lyapunov
analysis [9].

Theorem 3.1: Let X(t) = (I(t), U(t)) be a solution of SDE (3) with initial condition
(I1(0), U(0)) € R%, then X(t) is unique for any t > 0 and it further remains in Ri with
probability 1, namely (1(¢), U(t)) € Ri for any t > 0 almost surely.

Proof: Letx =InIand y = In U, applying Itd’s formula to system (3) yields

dx(t) = (tb— (d+ D) +¢)+ & — La?) dt + a1dBi (1),
) =(1-0p5 +b(1- ) —d@ +e) - 1a3) dt ©)
+a2dBZ(t)’
where initial conditions are xp = In I and yo = In Uy. Note that the coefficients of sys-
tem (6) are locally Lipschitz continuous, there is a blow up time 7, such that system (6)
exists with a unique local solution (x(¢), y(t)) on [0, 7.). It follows from It6’s formula that
(I, U®t) = (@, D) is just the unique local solution of system (3) on [0, 7,). To show

the solution (I(t), U(t)) is global we only need to prove ., = 0o. Let nyp > 0 big enough

for Iy and Uy lying within the interval [L,n0]. For any integer n > ng, define the stopping

time as "
T, = inf {t € [0, t.) : min{I(¢), U(t)} < % or max{I(t),U(t)} > n} .

Let ) = be empty set, and set inf@) = co. 7, increases as n — 00. Let Too =
lim sup,,_, o, Ty, clearly, oo < 7. Forany ¢t > 0, if oo = 00 a.s., then we have 7, = oo and
Iwm,uw) € Ri. Therefore, what we only need to do is to show 7o, = 0o. Otherwise,
there exists with two constants T > 0 and € € (0, 1) so that P{toc < T} > €. Consequently,
there is an integer n; > ng such that

Plt, <T}>¢, n>n. (7)
Define a C?-function V(I, U) : Ry x R; — Ras
VLU =U—-1—-In)+ (U—-1-1InU),

and V (I, U) is positive for I > 0, U > 0. Making use of It6’s formula, then
1 2
dv = {(1 — f) (tbl — (d+D)I+ U)I+0) + %} dt +a;(I — 1)dB1(t)

RAY/S _al N _ o3
+{<1 U)((l ‘E)bI+bU(1 U+I> d(I+U)U)+2}dt

+ a2(U — 1)dB,(t)
= LVdt + a1(I — 1)dB;(¢) + o2 (U — 1)dB;(t),
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where

1
LV = (1 — f) (tbl — (d+D)I+ U)I+0)

1 ql af + o3
1-—= 1 —17)bl 11— ——)—dd
+< U) (( )b +bU( U+I) d( +U)U)+ >

< —(d+DI*+Qd+D+b) —dU*+ (2d+ D+ b)U

bqUI (1—1)bl 6 af + o3
—@d+DUl -~ —dlU - ———"— —— —b
(@+D) U+1 U T

+bq+06

2d+D+b? (@d+D+b? af+al
< +
~ 4(d+D) 4d 2
=G,

where C is a positive constant and independent of I, U and ¢. Thus
dV({I,U) < Cdt + a1 (I — 1)dB; () + a2(U — 1)dBy(1).

Set 7, A T = min{t,, T}, then we obtain
AT AT AT
/ dV{I@®),U(@)) < / Cdt +/ ar(I — 1)dBy(t)
0 0 0

AT
+/ oz (U — 1)dB,(t),
0

calculating the mathematical expectation of the above inequality yields

AT
EVI(ty AT),U(ty A T)) < V(I(0),U(0)) + E f Cdt
0
< V(1(0), U(0)) + CT. (8)

For any n < nj,let ¥, = 1, < T. From (7) we have P(Y,) > €. For any t* € Y, there is
at least one I(ty, t*) or U(ty, t*) equalling n or %, thereby,

V(1 ), Ut ') > (n—1—1nn) A (% —1—-In %) )

Combinations of (7) and (8) lead to

V(I(0),U(0)) 4+ CT = E{ L, VI (1), U(ta)) }

1 1
Ze{(n—l—lnn)/\(——l—ln—)},
n n

with L, s+ denoting as the indicator function of Y,,. Once n — oo, we obtain
oo = V(I(0),U(0)) + CT < oo,

which is a contradiction. Therefore, to, = 00. This completes the proof. |
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Theorem 3.1 indicates that any solutions of SDE (3) will finally remain in a compact set
of R?.. In the following, we prove that the solutions of SDE (3) satisfy another important
property, i.e. the Markov process X () = (I(¢), U(t)) is V-geometrically ergodic.

Theorem 3.2: Let initial condition X, € Ri, ifa; > 0 and oz > 0, then Markov process
X(t) = (1), U(t)) is V-geometrically ergodic.

Proof: Note that N = I+ U, define a function V(X(¢)) such that V(X(¢)) — oo as
| X(t) |— oo for X(t) € Ri,where

1
VX)) =N+ —. 9
X(®) ty 9)
Applying 1t6’s formula yields

LV(X(t)) = tbI — (d + D)NI + 6 + (1 — 7)bl + bU (1 - %) — dNU

Thl = (d+ DINI+6 + (1 = )bl + bU (1 % ) — dNU
N2

i’ +a3U?
N3
bqUl  (d+D)NI 6 b

< —dN?> — DNI + 6 + bN — - - =
< +0+ Nt NN

bqUI  dU  ofl* + o3 U?

N TN N3
o] b 2 2
< BV + d+D+6) — dN? + 26N — - 4 ATt A
N2 N
b2 b 2 2N\2
<2d4 D40+ 2 QAITH TNy
d 10
=C* - bV(X), (10)

where
b2 b 2 242
C*=2d+D+9+E+W.

Hence the Lyapunov condition holds, for details, see [28].

Note that when o; > 0 and &, > 0, then SDE (3) is uniformly elliptic [3]. Athreya et al.
pointed out that there is a jointly continuous function defined as p : R x R x R3 —
(0,00). Forall (¢, Xo, Y), pt(Xo, Y) is strictly positive so that for all measure sets A we obtain

(X0, A) = /A pi(Xoy V)dY.

For any w > 0, there is a positive constant ¢ = c(w, t) > 0 such that inf{p;(Xo, Y) : Xo,Y €
Ri, | Xo || Y |< w} > c. Thus for any measurable set A, we have

pr(X,A) = /pt(Xo, Y)dY > cLeb(A N B,,(0)) = cLeb(B,,(0))v(A),
A
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where Leb is Lebesgue measure and v(A) = Leb(A N B,,(0))/Leb(B,,(0)). So the Mini-
rization condition holds. This completes the proof. |

Theorem 3.3: For any initial value X € R2, the solution X(t) = (I(t), U(t)) of system (3)
is stochastically ultimately bounded and permanent.

Proof: Clearly, N = I+ U, define a Lyapunov function V(¥) = N 4+ 1/N and choose a
small enough & such that 0 < & < b. Making use of It6’s formula, it follows from (10) that
we obtain

dexpgt V(i)=& expgt V(t)dt + expst dv(t) = éexpst V(t)dt

+ expt! {(c* — bV (£)dt + (1 - %) (o1 1dB (t) +oz2Ude(t))} .

Integrating the above equation from 0 to ¢ and taking mathematical expectation, then
t
Elexp’’ V(t)] = E[V(0)] + E [ / expS(EdV (s) + LV(s))ds]
0

t
E[V(0)]+ C'E |:/ exp®s ds:|
0

>k

= E[V(0)] + % (exp®’ —1).

Thus

*

E[V(H)] < exp_gtE[V(O)] + % (1 - exp_gt)

c* .
E[V(0)] + ? = 0.

From Markov inequality, choose a positive constant ©* large enough so that ® /®* < 1,

PN+ ! et < E N + ! © .
— > — =e.
N O* @*

Consequently,

1—8577{N+

In view of N> < 3 | X |2< 3N?, so

— _8'

It follows from the definitions that system (3) is stochastically ultimately bounded and
permanent. This ends the proof. |
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3.2. Population replacement

One of the feasible measures to prevent dengue diseases from spreading is to achieve pop-
ulation replacement, by means of releasing mosquitoes with Wolbachia. This section will
focus on the conditions for population replacement. To this end, for simplicity we denote

e . _ 1 [t
g (t) = tinfoo 1nf;/0 g(s)ds and g*() = tinfoo sup;/o g(s)ds.

Note that M;/F; = My /Fy, then we have F;/Fy = M;/My = k, which means that[/U =
(Mj + F1)/(My + Fy) = Mj/F; = k. Based on this fact, we have the following main
results.

Theorem 3.4: Theorem 3.4 If b — —a2 + (1 —1)bk — — < 0, then the total uninfected
mosquitoes become extinct.

Proof: According to system (3), defining a Lyapunov function V(¢) = In U(¢), applying

It6’s formula to the second equation of system (3) and integrating the above equation from

0 to ¢ we obtain
1. U(®)

bak
LA S bk———d
7 U0) 7+ (-7 T+ k

(t). (11)

where M, (t) = fot o2dB, (t). Because of < M, (t), M (t) >= fot 8§d5 and the strong law of
large numbers for local martingales we obtain

I M;(t)
m

=0. (12)
t—+o00 t

When t — +o00, taking the superior limit of equation (11) and by using L'Hospital’s rule
we have
In U(t) 1, bgk

li <b-— - 1—1)bk — —— < 0.
ot P S 22+( 2 1+k

So limy_, 4o U(t) = 0, which indicates that the total uninfected mosquitoes become
extinct. This completes the proof. |

Remark 3.1: Notice that the threshold conditions of Theorem 4 determine the outcomes
of population replacement, it implies that the ratio of infected to uninfected mosquitoes
and environmental noise play significant roles in control of dengue fever.

For simplicity, denote

1 bqk
Ry=b——0o;+ (1 —1)bk— ——.
° p% t (= obk= T
It can be seen from Figure 1(a) and (b) that the larger the random fluctuation, the ear-
lier U(¢) tends to zero, i.e. the faster the uninfected mosquitoes die out. The larger 6, the
faster U(¢) tends to zero, which means that increasing the number of continuously released
Wolbachia-infected mosquitoes will contribute to the extinction of uninfected mosquitoes.
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14 0.7
_(\1=0,(12:0 _411=0,(\2=0
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(a) (b)

Figure 1. Extinction of the uninfected mosquitoes. (a) 6 = 0.2; (b) & = 1. All other parameter values
were fixed as: ¢ = 0.2, 7 = 1,b = 0.02, d = 0.02, D = 0.01, & = 0.2 and initial value (/(0), U(0)) =
(0.5,0.5).

Since Ry is very sensitive to key parameters, it is critical to conduct sensitivity analysis.
In Figure 2, two cases for o, and k are discussed respectively. If fixing parameter values as
shown in Figure 2(a), it can be found that R increases with the increase of k. For a; = 0.5,
a small value of k can ensure that Ry < 0, which indicates that uninfected mosquitoes are
extinct. For ap = 0.01, it can be observed that Ry > 0, implying uninfected mosquitoes
continue to exist. If fixing parameter values as shown in Figure 2(b), it is noted that Ry
decreases from Ry > 0 to Ry < 0 when o increases. Obviously, for k = 0.1, Ry reaches
Ry < 0 faster. In general, the smaller k and the larger o, will hasten to the extinction of
uninfected mosquitoes.

Through the above discussion, it is not difficult to find that increasing 0 (i.e. the release
of Wolbachia-infected mosquitoes) can increase k (i.e. the ratio of Wolbachia-infected
mosquitoes and uninfected mosquitoes). Because a small k can ensure the rapid extinction
of mosquitoes, it suggests that when using the ‘mosquito control’ strategy, it is necessary
to choose an appropriate threshold for the release of Wolbachia-infected mosquitoes.

3.3. Stationary distribution and ergodicity for the system

In this section, we explore the existence of a unique ergodic steady-state distribution of
the system (6). If f is a bounded function on Ry, defining f* = sup,p, f(?), then we only
need to show that the following two properties hold true [27, 40],

(i) there exists a bounded domain E € IntR% with regular boundary I' such that its
closure E C IntR?, and a non-negative C*— function V() exists such that for any
X € IntR%r \ E, LV is negative;
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Figure 2. These plots show that sensitivity of k, &y on Rp. (a) We setwy = 0.5and oy = 0.01; (b) We set
k = 0.1and k = 0.8, and all other parameter values were fixed as: t = 0.3,b = 0.1,g = 0.2.

(ii) for any bounded domain E € IntR2, there is a positive constant ¢ such that the
diffusion matrix for system (3) given by

212
oyl 0
o= (T )
satisfies Z?,,-zl bi(2)&& > ¢|€]* forall Z = (I,U) € E,and & = (&,&) € R%
Theorem 3.5: If

1 1
rb—Eocf>0, b—5a§>0 and d+D >0, (13)

then system (3) has a unique ergodic stationary distribution.

Proof: Let
» » 1 1
V(I,U):I + U +I—U+F, 0<p,0<1,
where o > 0 is a sufficiently small constant. Take o € (0, 1) such that
o+1 o+1
b — + a? >0, b— + ol >0,

then by use of It6’s formula on V yields

dV = Lvdt + (pI’ — oI %) dBi(t) + (pUP — o U~ ?)aadB; (1),
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where

LV(I,U) = pI’[tb — (d+ D)I — (d+ D)U + ? + p%la%]

qbl p—1
— —— —dI—dU
o U+1 + 2

o+1 ,
o
>l

+pUp[(1_—T)bI o2

0
—al‘“[rb—(d+D)I—(d+D)U+7—

—UU_"[(I —1)bl b qbl
U U+1

p—1
2

o+1 ,

—dl—dU — o]

IA

—p(d+ D) 4 p(zb + a)IP + porP~!

p—1
2

1
—ol %[tb— %a%] +0(d+D)JI'"° +617°(d+ DU

—dUPt + (b + a3)UP + p(1 — 7)bIUP™!

o+1

—oU[b— 3] +ogblU™° +0dU'™ 40U °dI

-1

> ab)IP 4 po1P~!

—p(d+ D) 4 p(zb + P

IA

1
—ol °[tb— i af]l +o(d+ DI + ogbl +odl

p—1
2

1
—oU b — %a%] 4ol (d+D)U+0dU"",

—dUPT + (b + ad)UP + pbMP

where M is an upper bound which satisfies M > I and M > U due to the solution X(¢) =
(I(1), U(t)) of system (3) being stochastically ultimately bounded.
It is easy to obtain that

LV(I,U) = ¢1(D) + ¢2(U),

where

o1(I) = —p(d + D)IP*! 4 p(zb + ap)IP + po P!

p—1
2
1
—ol - T ;r of] +0(d+ D' +oqbl + od,
p—1
2
o+1

@2(U) = —dUPT! + (b + a?)UP 4 pbMP

—oU“[b— a3l +oI°(d+D)U + odU' .

Case 1. If I — 07, then



IfU — 01, then

If U — 400, then
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LV = o1(D) + 2(U) < (D) + ¢ — —o0.

LV = ¢oi(I) + ¢2(U) < ¢} + ¢(U) — —o0.
Case 2. If I — 400, then

LV = o1(D) + 2(U) < o(I) + ¢ — —o0.

LV = oi(I) + 92(U) < ¢ + ¢(U) — —o0.

In conclusion, when I — 0% or U — 01 or I — 400 or U — +00, we can get LV —

1

—o0. Hence, choose k > 0 sufficiently small and let E := [«, -] x [«, %], then

LV(,U) < =1 for all (I,U) € IntR} \ E,

which means that the condition (1) holds true. Furthermore,

1.2

0.7

06

05

2
> bi(L U)ey = o PE + 03 UPES

ij=1

> min {o?1%, 2 U2}|IE|?

T (LU)eE

for all (I,U) €E, (&,&) € R?,

Inl
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Blue:a1 =0.001, a2 = 0.001;
Green:al = 0,003, a2 = 0.001; |
Red:a1=0.006, a2 = 0.001;

Purple:a1 = 0.009, a2 = 0.001.
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Figure 3. Stationary distribution of deterministic model and stochastic model: (a) we set initial values as
(1(0), U(0) = (0.5, 0.5); (b) we set initial values as (/(0), U(0) = (1, 1). The initial values of the solution
illustrated by the black line were fixed as (X;(0), X2(0), Y(0)) = (10, 10,0.5), and all other parameters
were fixedas:t = 0.3,b = 0.1,d = 0.1,D = 0.01,0 = 0.2,g = 0.2,q = 0.3.
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and thus condition (2) has also been satisfied. Therefore, the system (3) has a unique
ergodic stationary distribution (Figure 3). This completes the proof. |

4, Conclusion

Many researchers are designing programmes to release Wolbachia-infected mosquitoes to
control dengue virus, a promising strategy that has attracted the attention of many math-
ematical researchers. Given that mosquitoes in natural habitats are inevitably affected by
environmental fluctuations [18, 32, 36], we developed a mathematical model comprising
a system of stochastic differential equations, governing the evolution of mosquitoes with
white noise.

We first prove the existence and uniqueness of the positive solutions of the proposed
system. Then we study the V-geometrical ergodicity and stochastic ultimately bounded-
ness of the system. Further, threshold conditions for successful population replacement
are derived, and it is shown that the system has a unique ergodic steady-state distribution.
The results show that the ratio of infected to uninfected mosquitoes has a great influence on
population replacement. Moreover, environmental noise plays a significant role in control
of dengue fever.

The highlights are listed as follows: (1) the proposed model considers not only the
influence of white noise but also introduces the continuously released Wolbachia-infected
mosquitoes; (2) the threshold conditions for the extinction of uninfected mosquitoes and
the systeny’s stationary distribution are obtained; (3) biologically, by increasing the release
of Wolbachia-infected mosquitoes, resulting in an increase in the ratio of Wolbachia-
infected mosquitoes and uninfected mosquitoes, and then reaching a suitable value, which
can promote the rapid extinction of uninfected mosquitoes.

In fact, some studies have shown that different Wolbachia strains have different biologi-
cal characteristics, which are different in reducing the incidence rate of dengue fever [2, 29,
30]. For example, the wAu strain has a high virus blocking rate, while the wMel strain has
only a moderate level, but both strains have high maternal transmission rates. In addition,
the loss of Wolbachia infection is lower in the wAu strain and higher in the wMel strain.
Finally, the wAu strain does not exhibit cytoplasmic incompatibility, while wMel exhibits
cytoplasmic incompatibility. Therefore, further research on the impact of environmental
factors on the effectiveness of different Wolbachia strains may add new perspectives, which
will also become our future research direction.
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