
Tissue is so complex 
and rich with scientific 
data, that donating 
tissue could cure 
diseases of tomorrow. 
Many people find it 
strange to think about 
donating parts of their 
body, like their eyes.

One of the issues 
around donating body 
or medical data after 
death, is questions 
around how it will be 
used across time and 
if this information can 
be kept safely. 

  

Donating your  
organs or tissue after 
death can be a 
personal legacy, in 
which the body will 
continue to be useful. 
This can be a 
comforting thought 
for some people.
 

There are strict rules 
that help make sure 
that any donations 
you make follow 
your wishes and 
values. However it is 
important to make 
those wishes known.

None of us know 
what will happen in 
the future. Having a 
map that connects 
all our cells together 
may prove a very 
helpful guide.

“They need to know the 
value of the research it’s 
not just curiosity, its 
finding ways of treating 
these awful diseases… 
and these tissues are 
invaluable we can’t do 
that just by taking 
blood… we do 
remember that this is 
part of someone’s loved 
family member”
Melanie Dunstan, 

Research Fellow

“It is just extraordinary 
how complicated we all 
are and yet how we 
basically function 
absolutely flawlessly 
from the age of 20 – 75 
without usually 
changing very much, 
you know we abuse our 
bodies, we sit too much, 
we eat too much, we 
drink too much, we take 
drugs and yet the body 
just keeps on working 
… I think is just 
absolutely incredible 
and for people to get a 
sense of wonder – how 
on earth can something 
so complicated actually 
be put together and 
what are all the intricate 
little wheels and maps 
and charts that make 
this whole thing work”
Scientist

“even after you are dead 
you still have rights to 
how your data is being 
used, which can feel a 
bit like a strange and 
alien concept and at the 
HCA we have very strict 
data consent uses …  If 
the donor has 
consented for their data 
to be used in one 
particular way but not 
another, that distinction 
is enforced, the donors’ 
exact consent is still 
very much respected.”
Data wrangler

“it’s a bit like creative 
commons I would be 
happy with it as long as 
any data being 
generated were then 
available to everybody 
in an anonymised 
fashion [and] … same 
as creative commons if I 
make a donation, I 
expect any outcomes 
from using these data to 
be donated or shared 
freely as well”
Susan Lindsay, 

Emerita Professor

“Parkinson’s disease is 
very common, but it can 
be very difficult to be 
sure someone has it, 
rather than something 
else which looks 
similar… [and] I often 
tell my patients: the only 
way we will know for 
sure what you had is if, 
when you die, you give 
your brain to research”
(C) Professor of 

Neurology and 

Neurogenetics and 

Honorary Consultant 

Neurologist

“There’s a certain 
threshold when quantity 
becomes a quality of its 
own, so when you have 
enough of a thing, that 
can be its own special 
quality… it’s about 
finding connections 
within all of that large 
amount of data [for 
example] there’s a cell 
in the liver that looks 
similar to something in 
the kidney but the 
connection has never 
been made there 
because the data was 
never really put in the 
same place”
Data wrangler

“when I went to visit a 
care hospice …  I met a 
woman who had signed 
up to everything, she 
loved the idea that I was 
a scientist and she said 
fix this, sort it and she 
tried to sign up to every 
organ donation she 
could because she 
really wanted her body 
to be used to make a 
difference but her 
children were not keen 
on the idea at all and 
there was a debate over 
who had the right to 
make these decisions”
Melanie Dunstan, 

Research Fellow

 
“my role [as a clinician] 
is not to ask [my 
Parkinson’s patients] to 
donate their tissue, my 
role is to treat their 
symptoms and 
diagnose and support 
them, [but] if patients 
and healthy relatives 
donate their brains, 
science can really learn 
so much”
(C) Professor of 

Neurology and 

Neurogenetics and 

Honorary Consultant 

Neurologist

“The precious donated 
tissue generates data 
that can benefit 
humanity. We feel that, 
in that way, the most 
use comes from the 
donation”
Scientist

 
“so, the science is very 
important, but how the 
science is created 
(including how the data 
are acquired and the 
research results 
generated, analysed 
and made available) and 
what researchers or 
others are going to do 
with that science are 
also very important. 
Research and scrutiny 
in those areas are 
essential”
Susan Lindsay, 

Emerita Professor
 

 
 

    

By Stacey Pitsillides with body>data>space

{ These 5 themes form the core of the AR 

experience and spoken word narrative. They  

were created through interviews with experts 

from the Human Cell Atlas research initiative 

and a series of artist workshops with 

members of the public using the ‘Donate 

your Body’ posted art packs. 

Credits:
Donate Yourself is designed and creatively directed by Stacey Pitsillides in collaboration with the interaction design collective 
body>data>space (2021).

The digital AR experience has been co-created with the body>data>space team using the b>d>s AR development project: Ghislaine Bodding-
ton (Creative Co-Direction), Tadej Vindis (Project Development and Production), Nick Rothwell (Sound Design and Technical Development) 
and Ivor Diosi (AR Development and 3D Animation). With research and insights from Holly Standing and Luke Sellers. Donate Yourself is cre-
ated as part of the AR gifting development project at body>data>space, supported by Innovate UK and the University of Greenwich (2021-22).

One Cell at a Time is a programme of public, creative engagement activities, commissions and talks, inspired by the Human Cell Atlas, bring-
ing together arts and communities, patients and researchers. It engages the public with the science of the Human Cell Atlas project and aims 
to deepen public understanding of the revolutionary impact it will have on our understanding of the human body with collaborations across 
Cambridge, London, Newcastle and Oxford. One Cell at a Time is commissioned and produced by Suzy O’Hara with Dominic Smith leading on 
Donate Yourself. The online artwork is being exhibited as part of the One Cell At A Time exhibition www.onecellatatime.org running from 29 
October to 30 November 2021.

Special thanks to XR.+ by The Lucid Dreams Company, and TL Multimedia Ltd.

Funded by Wellcome and led by the Wellcome Sanger Institute. This work was funded in whole by Wellcome Trust Grant 218597/Z/19/Z.

Donate Yourself extends reality, taking you on an augmented reality journey that 
introduces virtual, visual and sonic expressions of our organs, cells and body data. 

The digital objects you see through your phone and the audio you will hear alongside will 
unfold stories of care, trust, immortality, consent and futures, asking us to think: 

WHAT ROLE CAN OUR BODIES PLAY IN SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERY? 
COULD WE SEE OURSELVES AS A COLLECTION OF CELLS?
DOES DONATING ORGANS OR TISSUE MAKE YOU IMMORTAL?

Use the hashtags
#DONATEYOURSELF #onecellatatime to share your experience
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