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Film: Europe Endless (2019) 
 
Password protected viewing link available from The Derek Jarman Lab, Birkbeck. Contact 
w.stabb@gre.ac.uk to request. 
 
Europe Endless is a 25-minute documentary filmed in the Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland and 
Pittsburgh, USA. It is the output of a research project developed as a response to the European 
Union Referendum Act 2015. In August 2016, in the knowledge that the status of the border 
between the Republic of Ireland and the United Kingdom would come to be central to the Brexit 
debate and negotiations, a research team consisting of Walter Stabb, Prof. Colin MacCabe, artist 
filmmakers Christopher Roth and Jeanne Tremsal and Dr. Robyn Jakeman travelled to Clones, County 
Monaghan to discuss the subject with celebrated writer Patrick McCabe. Through the prism of 
McCabe’s life and works in literature and film, captured across a series of filmed interviews and 
encounters, the film explores questions on historical and contemporary Anglo-Irish relations, Brexit 
and the future of Europe from an Irish perspective, the Irish-American experience and the 
development of Irish literature and cultural identity. In addition to interviews with McCabe the 
research team spoke with other artists and poets working ‘on the border’ both geographically and 
culturally to explore the legacy of the border’s history and consider the implications of the ongoing 
Brexit process on local communities. 
 
In April 2017 Stabb travelled to Pittsburgh to film a further series of interviews between Pat 
McCabe, Prof. Colin MacCabe and Jennifer Keating-Miller (Assistant Dean for Educational Initiatives, 
Department of English, Carnegie Mellon University). These conversations responded to the 
developing Brexit debate and sought to challenge the underrepresented voice from the Irish border. 
The film, made in an ongoing dialogue through the Brexit process, was edited in phases through 
2017 and 2018 at Birkbeck College London. The process included a screening and workshop session 
at Birkbeck, with film academics and poets reviewing and responding to the raw material, providing 
feedback to Stabb and Prof. MacCabe. Stabb and Roth edited primary material from recordings with 
McCabe and MacCabe alongside film archive from Neil Jordan’s 1997 adaptation of McCabe’s The 
Butcher Boy (on which McCabe also collaborated, writing the screenplay) to explore the unique 
cultural atmosphere and perspective of the Irish border town that permeates McCabe’s work. Final 
stages of post-production saw Stabb and Roth work with Dr. Andrew Knight-Hill to develop a sound 
mix that sought to use the audio-visual form of the research to create an evocative sound mix, 
integrating McCabe's intimate live musical performances with soundscapes that evoke the diverse 
and sometimes contradictory experiences of the border.  
 
Europe Endless is a unique research document that provides a counterpoint to the Brexit discourse 
that during the opening two years of the post-referendum process largely ignored the political and 
cultural questions and challenges faced by communities at the Irish border. It provides fascinating 
insights and first-hand testimony concerning the historical imposition of a hard border. Stabb and 
collaborators use an audio-visual form to present personal and poetic responses to the political 
question of Brexit, Irish and European identity and the future border landscape adding significantly 
to the political debate and historical record of the period. 
 
The film was screened as part of a Brexit Day The Border and Beyond programme on March 29th, 
2019 by The Dublin International Film Festival, The Belfast Film Festival and The Clones Film Festival. 



In this unique event buses left from Dublin and Belfast and journeyed to the border for a screening 
and Q and A. The film has also screened at The University of Pittsburgh and The Derek Jarman Lab, 
Birkbeck.  
 

 
 
 

 

  
 


