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Dear colleagues — participants of the conference, 
Dear guests!

On behalf of the conference organizers and St. 
Petersburg State University I would like to welcome 
you at the Annual International Conference of the 
European Association of Psychology and Law which 
is holding first time in Russia in our University!

We are particularly grateful to host such imposing 
forum this year  — The 290-year Anniversary of St. 
Petersburg State University — the first University in 
Russia. I am sure that the selected topic of this year 

conference “Actual problems of Psychology and Law. Victims and witnesses: 
from research to effective practice” is very urgent and interesting for 
international community of the researchers and practitioners who represent 
different scientific areas. As a main goal of this conference we consider 
the developing effective environment for the integration of scientific and 
applied experiences from different countries and different schools in areas 
of psychological support, protection of legal rights, prevention of secondary 
victimization, legal aspects in work with victims and witnesses, and crimes 
investigations. As the Rector and in recent past as the Dean of Law School at 
SPbSU I would like to emphasize the significance of our conference for the 
professional education and development of the students from our University 
and Universities from other countries who will have the unique opportunity 
during the conference to get acquainted with the works of leading scientists 
and practitioners in Psychology and Law as they say “straight from the horse’s 
mouth”.

I wish the participants in the conference the productive and fascinating work 
and good leisure in our wonderful city!

Nicolay Mikhaylovich Kropachev,  
Chair of the Conference Organizing Committee, 

Rector of St.Petersburg State University 
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Every EAPL meeting represents a milestone. But I think 
it is fair to say that this particular milestone is something 
extra. In 1611 Swedish colonists built a fortress at the 
mouth of the Neva River, Nyenskas. In 1703 Peter the 
Great took over and founded Saint Petersburg. For 
more than two hundred years St Petersburg was the 
imperial capital of Russia. In 1924 the name of the city 
was changed to Leningrad, and in 1991 the name was 
changed back to Saint Petersburg. In 2014 yet another 
event of historical significance; the 24th Conference of 
the European Association of Psychology and Law will be 
held in the city. A major event for Saint Petersburg, but 

also for Russia at large: the first international scientific meeting of this scale in 
the field of Psychology and Law on Russian ground. We expect around 350 
participants from over 30 different countries, these are impressive numbers! 
The plan for having an EAPL meeting in Russia started long before I became 
the President of this great association — and I would like to thank those early 
initiators. I would also like to express my sincere gratitude to the Rector of the 
University and the Russian team for taking on the challenge of organizing this 
meeting and for inviting us all to St Petersburg. 

Days filled with great research and the city’s famous white nights will create colorful 
memories! Let the game begin — let us make history! Welcome to St Petersburg.

Pär Anders Granhag 
President of the EAPL

Making history! Schedule: General Overview

First day (24.06.2014)

09.30–11.00 Board Meeting of EAPL

10.00–12.00 Registration (Twelve Collegia building)

12.00–13.30
Conference opening ceremony  
(Assembly Hall. Twelve Collegia building)  
N.M. Kropachev, P.A. Granhag, M.U. Lavrikova, L.A. Tsvetkova

13.45–14.45
Keynote 1. Dr. Alla Shaboltas “Historical perspectives and modern 
trends of psychology and law in Russia”  
(Assembly Hall. Twelve Collegia building)

15.00–16.00
Keynote 2. Prof. David J Cooke “Violence Risk Management: From 
Research to Effective Practice” (Assembly Hall. Twelve Collegia building)

16.00–16.30 Refreshments and way to the Faculty of psychology

16.30–18.00 Symposia (rooms 213, 217, 313, 315, 324)

Evening welcome reception

Second day (25.06.2014)

10.00–11.00
Keynote 3. Dr. Jessica Woodhams “Crime Linkage: From Research 
to Effective Practice” (Assembly Hall. Twelve Collegia building)

11.00–11.15 Refreshments and poster viewing 1

11.15–13.15
KOCHENOV SYMPOSIUM (Assembly Hall. Twelve Collegia building) 
Chairpersons: S.N. Enikolopov, E.G. Dozortseva, N.V. Dvorianchikov

13.15–14.00 Lunch 

14.00–15.30 Symposia (rooms 213, 217, 313, 315, 324)

15.30–15.45 Refreshments and poster viewing 1

15.45–17.15 Symposia (rooms 213, 217, 313, 315, 324)

17.15–17.45 EAPL members’ meeting ( Faculty of psychology, room 213)

Evening entertainment
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Third day (26.06.2014)

10.00–11.30 Symposia (rooms 213, 217, 313, 315, 324)

11.30–11.45 Refreshments and poster viewing 2

11.45–13.15 Symposia (rooms 213, 217, 313, 315, 324)

13.15–13.30 Refreshments and poster viewing 2

13.30–15.00 Symposia (rooms 213, 217, 313, 315, 324)

15.00–15.30 Lunch and way to the Twelve Collegia building

15.30–16.30
Keynote 4. Prof. Aldert Vrij «Lying in intelligence settings» 
(Assembly Hall. Twelve Collegia building)

16.45–17.45
Keynote 5. Cheryl A. Thomas “Psychological’ or `Mental’ Violence 
and Domestic Violence Laws: Problems and Solutions”  
(Assembly Hall. Twelve Collegia building)

18.00 Conference Dinner and Prize Giving

Fourth day (27.06.2014)

10.00–11.30 Symposia (rooms 213, 217, 313, 315)

11.30–11.45 Refreshments and poster viewing 3

11.45–13.15 Symposia (rooms 213, 217, 313, 315)

13.15–13.30 Refreshments and poster viewing 3

13.30–15.00 Symposia (rooms 213, 217, 313, 315)

15.00–15.30 Way to the Twelve Collegia building

15.30–16.30 Conference Closing Ceremony

Entertainment

Map of St. Petersburg State University
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Places to have lunch (addresses)

1. «Grad Petrov» restaurant («Градъ Петровъ») 
5, Universitetskaya naberezhnaya, 12:00-01:00

2. «Restoran» restaurant ( «Ресторанъ») 
2, Tamozhenny pereulok, 12:00-24:00

3. «Staraya Tamozhnya» restaurant («Старая таможня») 
1, Tamozhenny pereulok,13:00-01:00

4. University cafeteria (Столовая № 8)  
6, Birzhevaya liniya

5. Library of Academy of Science cafeteria  
1, Birzhevaya liniya,

6. «Casa del Myaso» restaurant («Casa del Мясо») 
6, Birzhevoy proezd, 12:00-24:00

7. «Evrasia» restaurant, sushi bar («Евразия») 
2, Naberezhnaya Makarova, 12:00-05:00

8. Student cafeteria 
6, Naberezhnaya Makarova, Saint Petersburg State University,  
Department of Psychology

9. Grocery store («Продукты») 
2, Birzhevoy pereulok

10. «Sevilla» restaurant 
2, Birzhevoy pereulok, Sokos Hotel Palace Bridge, 12:00-23:00

11. Beer Bar “Bohemia” 
1/10, Birzhevoy pereulok

12. «Beluga» restaurant («Белуга») 
16, Naberezhnaya Makarova, 12:00-23:30

13. «Mamа-Roma» Italian restaurant Pizza & Pasta 
6, Sredniy prospect, 11:00-01:00

14. «Gintaras» restaurant 
5, Sredniy prospect, 11:00-24:00

15. «Espressimo» café («illy») 
14, Sredniy prospect, 08:00-23:00

16. «Stolle» pie cafeteria («Штолле») 
50, Liniya 1-ya, 08:00-22:00
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1. Dr. Alla Shaboltas
Since 1988 till actual time Dr. Shaboltas 
was serving as faculty member at 
the Department of Psychology at 
St.Petersburg State University. In 1998 
she has got her PhD in Psychology of 
Work and Human Engineering. Since 
1994 till 1999 Dr.Shaboltas served as Co-
director of Crysis Psychological Centre 
which was established to help women 
suffering from different forms of violence. 
As a practitioner and counselor Shaboltas 
has more than 15 years of experience of 
providing psychological counseling and 
support for victims of sexual, domestic 
and physical abuse. In 1999-2000 

Dr.Shaboltas successfully finished PostDoctoral fellowship at Yale University 
and Medical College of Wisconsin (USA) in area of Epidemiology and Public 
Health particularly focused on HIV/AIDS research and prevention. Since 1999 
she was involved as principal investigator and researcher in the variety of 
national and international research projects focused on prevention of risk 
and deviant behaviors, HIV/AIDS, alcohol use and drug abuse in different 
populations and settings. The findings of these studies published in different 
international peer-reviewed journals. In 2006 Alla Shaboltas was elected for 
the position of Chief of Division on Psychology of Behavior and Behavioral 
Deviations at St.Petersburg State University which provides Master level 
educational programs in Legal Psychology, Forensic and Criminal Psychology 
and Behavioral Health Psychology. On March 1 2011 Dr.Shaboltas was elected 
as the Dean of Department of Psychology. Since 2012 she is the Member 
of Presidium and the Chief of Ethical Committee of Russian Psychological 
Association and a Member of Community Board of the City Police Department 
in St.Petersburg. Also Dr.Shaboltas is involved in Editorial board work of 
several national psychological journals.
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HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES AND MODERN TRENDS OF PSYCHOLOGY AND 
LAW IN RUSSIA

The history of legal psychology development in Russia will be presented since 
18 century until current times. The major stages of establishing legal psychology 
as independent discipline in turn of medicine, criminology, law will be covered. 
It is planned to present the most famous scientists from Soviet Union and 
Russia and their input in developing significant research and practical methods 
in psychology and law in this country. Specific attention will be paid to the 
dramatic period in history of experimental psychology in USSR, particularly, the 
shutdown period for criminal and forensic research. The modern Russian trends 
in research, practice, professional education and training for specialists involved 
in psychology related to law and order will presented in details. The focus will be 
on the most actual issues in research and practice. Finally, the most important 
perspectives for international collaboration in research, practice and education 
between specialists working in psychology and law in different countries will be 
discussed.

2. Prof. David J Cooke
For over twenty years David Cooke was the 
head of the forensic clinical psychology 
service in Glasgow, Scotland. He now 
holds university positions in Glasgow 
and Bergen. He has an experience in the 
treatment and management of offenders 
in the community and within prisons and 
other secure environments. He has served 
on national and international committees 
concerned with the management of 
violent people. He has published widely 
on personality disorder and violence. He 
has provided workshops on violence risk 
assessment and personality disorder in 
the UK, Europe, Australia, North America, 

New Zealand, Australia, Russia, the Middle East and the Caribbean. David is a 
Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh.

VIOLENCE RISK MANAGEMENT: FROM RESEARCH TO EFFECTIVE PRACTICE

 Managing those thought to be at risk for violence is a key role in effective forensic 
practice. Three decades of research have provided a strong foundation upon 
which effective practice may be built. However, a primary challenge remains — 
how can we translate our research findings into information that is applicable 
to the individual that we have to manage? Qualitatively different risk processes 
may produce similar episodes of violent behaviour across different individuals, 
or indeed, across the same individual on different occasions. It will be argued 
that effective practice relies on deriving a clear understanding of the web of 
risk processes that operate within an individual. Further,it will be argued that to 
make progress towards effective practice the field must move from a focus on risk 
factors towards the elaboration of a taxonomy of risk processes. Risk management 
interventions can be targeted at key risk processes. Case illustrations will be 
provided. 
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3. Dr Jessica Woodhams
Dr. Jessica Woodhams is a Forensic 
Psychologist and a Senior Lecturer in 
Forensic Psychology. She began her career 
as a crime analyst for the Metropolitan 
Police where she specialized in the analysis 
of stranger sex offences. Following this, 
she took up the post of Lecturer in Forensic 
Psychology at the University of Leicester 
where she worked for approximately 
six years and was the Course Leader of 
two distance-learning Masters courses 
in forensic psychology. In 2008 she 
took up the post of Principal Lecturer in 
Forensic Psychology at the University of 

Gloucestershire where she set up and led two Masters courses in forensic 
psychology. In 2010, she joined the Centre for Forensic and Criminological 
Psychology at the University of Birmingham as a Senior Lecturer.

Crime linkage has been the focus of Dr Woodhams’ research for more 
than a decade.  In 2013, with the support of a grant from the Leverhulme 
Foundation, she founded the C-LINK (Crime Linkage International NetworK, 
www.crimelinkage.org) which is a network of police practitioners and 
university researchers from seven different countries who have a professional 
interest in the behavioural linking of crimes. She co-edited the first book on 
crime linkage entitled “Crime Linkage: Theory, Research and Practice” which 
was published in 2014.  She has written more than 50 publications to date on 
topics including crime linkage, sexual and serial offending. She is regularly 
asked to give presentations to learned organisations about crime linkage and 
sexual offending, and she has been consulted for her expertise in behavioural 
consistency and crime linkage in high profile legal cases.

CRIME LINKAGE: FROM RESEARCH TO EFFECTIVE PRACTICE

Curtailing the offending of serial offenders through their detection and 
apprehension has many benefits including limiting the harm they can cause 
to future victims. In the absence of traditional forensic evidence to link crimes 
together (and potentially to an offender), practitioners can use behavioural 
information. This can include modus operandi, spatial and temporal information. 
This practice of identifying crimes that share behavioural similarities and 
potentially confirming them to be a linked series is referred to using the umbrella 
term of “crime linkage”. Having been trained in forensic psychology, my belief that 
crime linkage must be evidence-based has driven my research and activities in 
this area since I moved from crime linkage practice to academia. To ensure crime 
linkage is evidence-basedrequires close collaboration between academics and 
practitioners so that the needs of practitioners inform research, and research 
findings are integrated into practice.

Crime linkage has a research history that spans decades, however it is only 
since 2001 that research in this field has really advanced. A body of research has 
now amassed on the assumptions that underpin crime linkage for a range of 
crime types. In this talk I will outline how the assumptions underpinning crime 
linkage have held up to empirical scrutiny and what this means for its use for 
intelligence and evidential purposes. In 2013, I foundedthe C-LINK (Crime Linkage 
International NetworK) and, as a result, have been fortunate to work with other 
key researchers and practitioners in this field. What has become apparent from 
recent C-LINK meetings is that while good work may have been done in assessing 
the foundations of crime linkage, a disconnect exists between crime linkage 
research and practice. During the talk, I will outline the nature of this disconnect 
and how the activities of the C-LINK aim to close the gap between research and 
practice.
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4. Aldert Vrij
Aldert Vrij is a Professor of Applied Social 
Psychology at the University of Portsmouth 
(UK). His main research interests are 
(i) nonverbal and verbal correlates of 
deception and (ii) people’s ability to detect 
deceit. He received grants from the British 
Academy, Economic and Social Research 
Council, Engineering and Physical Sciences 
Research Council, Erasmus Mundus (Joint 
Doctorate programmes), Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, Innovation Group, 
Leverhulme Trust, Nuffield Foundation, 
and Dutch, British and American 

Governments, totalling > Ј3,000,000. His research has a strongly applied 
quality, and he works closely with practitioners (police, security services 
and insurers), both in terms of conducting collaborative research and in 
disseminating the research findings via seminars and workshops. He has 
published more than 425 articles and 7 books on the above topics, including 
his 2008 book Detecting lies and deceit: Pitfalls and opportunities (published 
by Wiley), a comprehensive overview of research into nonverbal, verbal and 
physiological deception and lie detection.

LYING IN INTELLIGENCE SETTINGS

Although traditionally forensic deception research focuses on police — suspect 
interviews, researchers increasingly examine deception in counter-terrorism 
interviews. There are many differences between traditional police interviews and 
counter-terrorism interviews, and these differences merit new research activities. 
In my presentation I will concentrate on three differences between traditional 
police-suspect and counter-terrorism interviews which have attracted research to 
date: (i) lying about future activities (intentions rather than about past activities), 
(ii) covert interviewing where undercover interviewers conduct interviews without 
the interviewees being aware that they are being interviewed, and (iii) collective 
interviewing in which groups of suspects are interviewed together (collectively). 

5. Cheryl A. Thomas
Cheryl Thomas is an attorney and Director 
of the Women’s Human Rights Program, 
a program she founded at The Advocates 
for Human Rights. Since 1994, Dr. Thomas 
worked with partners internationally to 
promote women’s human rights.  She has 
provided consultation and/or training to 
government officials, legal professionals 
and civil society groups in Armenia, 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Georgia, Hungary, 
Kazakhstan, Bosnia, Maldives, Moldova, 
Mongolia, Montenegro, Lithuania, Latvia, 
Morocco, Serbia, and Tajikistan on best 
practices in legal reform on violence 
against women. In 2008, she was selected 

to be one of 15 experts from around the world to participate in a United 
Nations Expert Group Meeting and publish a report on good practices 
in legislation on violence against women.  In 2009, she participated in a 
second UN Expert Group Meeting in Ethiopia focused on harmful practices 
against women, with a report published in 2010.  In March 2011, she was 
recognized by Newsweek magazine as one of 150 “Women Who Shake the 
World”.  She has delivered keynote speeches at conferences hosted by the 
United Nations, the Council of Europe, the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe and the Inter-Parliamentary Union. In collaboration 
with police, prosecutors and judges who are experts in responding to cases 
of violence against women, she has developed curriculum and presented 
formal trainings for legal professionals in  nine countries.  After receiving her 
law degree from the University of Minnesota in 1983, Ms. Thomas practiced 
law at the Minnesota Attorney General’s office and was a partner at the law 
firm, Briggs and Morgan. She was an adjunct professor at the University of 
Minnesota Law School where she taught Women’s International Human 
Rights from 1996 – 2002.   From 1999 to 2001 she served as Executive Director 
of WATCH, a court monitoring organization focused on cases of violence 
against women and children.
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PSYCHOLOGICAL’ OR `MENTAL’ VIOLENCE AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
LAWS: PROBLEMS AND SOLUTIONS

Psychological harm is a devastating component of domestic violence. Decades 
of experience and research has shown that batterers often use tactics other 
than physical assault to frighten, isolate, control, intimidate, embarrass, shame 
and subjugate their victims. Thus, many advocates have worked to include this 
kind of harm in their new or amended law’s definition of domestic violence. They 
use the terms ‘psychological’ or ‘mental’ violence to identify this abuse. However 
these terms have proven problematic and even dangerous for victims. In some 
cases these terms have created opportunities for perpetrators to counter-claim 
psychological or economic abuse against those they have abused for many years 
in many ways—physical, verbal or otherwise. 

Another problem with the terms `psychological’ or `mental’ violence is that it 
is difficult to prove and may result in harm to victims who claim such abuse. In 
many jurisdictions, a victim’s claims of `psychological’ violence may be dismissed 
unless she can provide expert testimony of harm such as ongoing depression 
or instability. This may negatively affect her in child custody considerations. 
My presentation will explore these problems with the language of domestic 
violence laws and their implementation and discuss possible solutions that may 
work to better promote victim safety and offender accountability.
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